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WESTERN CANADA

AND ITS

GREAT RESOURCES.

PREFACE.

—

The object of publishing this pamphlet is not so much to give a detailed description, 
of Manitoba and the North-west, now known as “Western Canada,” for that would be 
impossible in. so short a space, but to lay before American Farmers, and those in Eastern 
Canada and elsewhere, a few facts concerning this truly great country, its wonderful 
fertility, and its unparalleled adaptability to stock-raising, as testified to by farmers 
from Minnesota, the Dakotas, Michigan, and other portions of the United States, who 
have visited the country, and many of whom are now happily and comfortably settled 
there.

Beyond a narrow strip along the Red River, in the vicinity of where the city of 
Winnipeg now stands, this great prairie region, stretching for nearly 1,000 miles from 
east to west, from the border of the Red River valley on. the east to the Rocky 
Mountains in the west, was practically a terra incognita up to 1870, when Manitoba 
and the North-west became a portion of the Dominion of Canada, and when it still 
remained to open this great country to settlement. In. 1879 the first railway tapped 
its fertile plains, and from that time onward settlement has grown apace; great plains 
have been transformed into fields of golden grain, producing the famous “ Manitoba 
No. 1 hard ” wheat; while cities, towns and villages have sprung into existence, and 
divers railway lines now bid for the traffic and trade of the farmer.

An idea of the progress made in ten years may be gathered from the following 
figures relating to the prairie section only :—

1881. 1891.

Population
Grain crop in bushels  
Railway mileage  
Number of elevators  
Elevator capacity  
Number of post offices  
Number of schools

40,000
720,000

150
0
0

153
85

260,000 
55,000,000

4,000 
100

9,000,000 
600 
720

These figures show a part only of what was actually accomplished in a decade, but 
they serve as an index, though incomplete, to what may and doubtless will be accom­
plished as the country’s capabilities become better known and understood.

Western Canada includes an area of some 2,500,000 square miles, but the scope of 
this publication is limited to the four provinces of Manitoba, Assiniboia, Alberta, and 
Saskatchewan.

These four provinces are wholly within the fertile prairie region, and contain an 
area of some 440,000 square miles, or about 280,000,000 acres.

In contemplating the bewildering extent of this realm of prairie many have pictured 
it in their minds as a dreary, lonesome expanse of a dead sea level. Nothing can be 
more erroneous. The country, though termed prairie, is by no means a treeless plain, 
devoid of hills and other topographical features pleasing to the eye. The surface varies



/

/ /KJIHGFEDCBA

4 WESTERN CANADA.

from a gently-undulating to a high-rolling prairie and belts of hills, several hundred feet 
in height, clad in forests of the evergreen spi uce and pine, as well as oak, elm, birch and 
poplar, while bluffs of timber dot the undulating surface of the plains. Rivers and 
creeks abound, varying in size from the Great Saskatchewan River to the tiny brooklet 
rippling down a hillside and then slowly feeling its way through valleys to its junction 
with some greater stream. Lakes are plentiful, and vary in size from Lake Winnipeg 
(second in size only to Lake Superior) to the lakelet of a few acres in extent. Such, 
condensed into a few short sentences, are the topographical features of the prairie region 
of Western Canada.

Th e Fu t u r e Po s s ib il it ie s

of this great prairie region are far beyond the grasp of even, the greatest mind. The 
work accomplished in the few years, counting from the advent of railways, has been 
truly great. The increase in number of bushels of grain raised from 720,000 to 
55,000,000, or over; the increase in number of head of cattle from some 50,000 to over 
600,000 • the construction of nearly 4,000 miles of railway; the building up of towns 
and cities of from 2,000 to 30,000 inhabitants,—all this is the record of a decade, and 
yet this record can scarcely be taken as fixing a standard which cannot be greatly 
surpassed in. the future. The attention of the people thus far has been devoted mainly 
to agriculture and stock-raising, these being of course the staple industries. The develop­
ment of other resources has not yet been undertaken, to any great extent, with the 
exception of lumbering and coal mining. But it is to be borne in mind that, while 
the prairie country is by nature intended as a producer mainly of breadstuff^ it has other 
resources as well. Timber is plentiful, and at the present time some 80,000,000 feet of 
it are yearly converted into lumber. Excellent building stone is found in many places 
and limestone quarries can be had in almost every district, yielding lime of first-class 
quality. Gold, silver and iron, nickel and copper are in the highlands bordering the 
Ked River valley on the east; iron of excellent quality and in immense quantity is also 
found on islands in Lake Winnipeg. Mica, amber and other valuable minerals are found 
in the Lake Winnipeg district further north. Extensive salt-springs yielding first-class 
salt are found between Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba. Coal oil springs are in. the 
Lake Dauphin, district, and out near the Rocky Mountains, west of Fort Macleod, and 
north of Edmonton, again, the coal oil fields are by experts stated to be inexhaustible. 
Coal underlies a large territory in. south-western Manitoba, the beds extending west­
ward far beyond the boundary of the province, and the coal fields at Dunmore, Medicine 
Hat and Edmonton are illimitable, while the anthracite coal fields in the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains on the Canadian. Pacific main line, and on the Red Deer River further 
north, are extensive enough to supply the continent for hundreds of years to come with 
coal of excellent quality.

This enumeration of the resources of the country proves its capability of standing 
alone, independent as to its supplies of nearly the whole outside world, once these 
resources are developed as they soon will be.

Not only are the materials here in abundance for all the principal food requirements 
of man and beast, but those also for producing most of the implements and manufactured 
wares, and in. quantities too great to measure aright as yet.

The soil for the most part is the most fertile in the world, equalled only by the 
famous Nile Delta in Egypt. The subsoil principally is a rich, sticky clay, which 
gradually, after being worked up to the surface, changes into hardly less fertile soil than 
the black mould itself. On the ridges and the higher plateaus the subsoil is mixed with 
land and gravel and some places shell, while the black mould is in most places as deep 
on the ridges as it is on the lower levels.

Th e Cl ima t e

is cold temperate. The summers are warm and the winters cold. The average heat of 
summer is about the same as that in New York State, but there is never the scorching 
heat which characterizes Kansas and other western States and deals disaster to their 
crops.
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The winter is cold, but owing to the dryness of the atmosphere, and almost continu­
ally cloudless sky and sunshine, the cold is not felt as much as in the humid atmosphere 
along the Atlantic coast.

The snowfall in winter is light, while the rainfall in summer is plentiful for 
moistening the soil and assuring a good crop of cereals and grass.

Sunshine, however, predominates all the year round, and meteorological reports 
prove that of all places in Canada Winnipeg has the greatest number of hours of sun­
shine in the year, and what applies to Winnipeg in this respect applies equally to all 
parts of the prairie region.

The above description, however, as regards cold in winter, does not apply equally 
to all parts of the territory described, as in. the province of Alberta and the western 
border of the prairie region the winters are milder than in Manitoba, Assiniboia and 
eastern Saskatchewan, Alberta, feeling the influences of the Japan current, and the 
Chinook winds wafted across the Rockies from the Pacific.

The climate of Western Canada as a whole, however, is the most healthful on the 
continent, no other district being able to show a death rate as low as Manitoba, accord­
ing to carefully compiled Government records.

Malarial fevers are unknown, and no disease whatever, peculiar to the climate or 
the country, exists ; and many cases might be cited where residents of malarial districts 
have sought and found both health and wealth on the prairies of Western Canada.

It is only within the last few years that the truth concerning this great country 
has become generally known, if indeed it can even now be said to be known ; but this 
much, at least, is an established fact, that nowhere else in the world to-day is there such 
a quantity of rich arable land open for settlement, so blessed by nature with all the 
capabilities of marvellous richness and wonderful productiveness, as is found in Western 
Canada.

That this fact is taking hold upon the people, the large influx of farmers from 
Eastern Canada, the old countries of Europe and the United States is abundant proof.

We wish particularly in this pamphlet, to deal with the influx of American settlers, 
and their testimony regarding the country.

We will therefore leave a fuller description of the country in all its varied resources 
to other publications, such as those of the Department of the Interior at Ottawa, the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, the Manitoba and North-western Railway Com­
pany, and the Manitoba and North-west Territories Governments, and we will let those 
speak who have had practical experience of the country and whose opinions will, without 
doubt, have weight wherever they are read.

For some time the Dominion. Government, the Manitoba Government and the rail­
way and land companies interested in the settlement of Western Canada had been, re­
ceiving letters from settlers in North and South Dakota, Minnesota and other States, 
asking for particulars and information about this country, stating that owing to repeated 
failures of crops they were compelled to move, and go where they could better their 
circumstances.

These were promptly replied to, and the necessary information, so far as it could be 
supplied by letters and pamphlets, given So numerous did these letters become, how­
ever, and so anxious were the writers that the Canadian Government should do some­
thing to assist them, that it was at length decided to send over a few good reliable men 
to talk with the American farmers, ascertain what was their real position, and see what 
could be done for them.

Acting upon this decision several men were sent over, and as a result of their visit 
not less than 3,000 souls have left American territory and settled in. the Canadian 
North-west.

On one occasion a whole train load of settlers from South Dakota arrived in Win­
nipeg, bringing their stock, implements and effects along with them, all ready to start 
farming ; and since the arrival of this party others have been continually coining, until, 
as has been already stated, we have received over 3,000 souls.

And they are still coming, not only from Dakota, but from Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Michigan, and other States, and rapidly filling up the richest and best lands in. 
different sections of the country.
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In the early stages of this movement the Dakota papers, with the object of putting 
a stop to it, published a great many reckless and foundationless reports about this coun- 

saying that it was “a land of snow and ice,” that “ the prairies are a sterile sandy 
waste, where vegetable growth is impossible,” and that the parties sent over from Canada 
“ could not be relied upon.”

Io counteract these statements, the farmers of Dakota were invited to appoint a 
number of

DELEGATES

to visit Manitoba and the Canadian. North-west, and report what they saw and what 
the country was like.

They came, representative men. from different sections of North and South Dakota, 
Minnesota, &c. They went where they pleased. They were furnished with free land 
guides, and every possible facility to see the country well. They travelled some twenty- 
five hundred miles by rail from Winnipeg to Calgary and back, Calgary to Red Deer 
and back, Regina to Prince Albert and back, and from Winnipeg to Yorkton and back, 
besides stopping oft at the different points along the way to drive around the country, 
and talk with the farmers. J-hey spent from three to five weeks in the country, and 
then made reports of their visit and their opinions of the country.

These reports are printed in this pamphlet.
The language could not be plainer. The delegates have been, one and all delighted 

with the country, and strongly advise all their friends to go there, as already many of 
them have done—a large number of the delegates themselves having selected lands and 
made homestead entries bef re returning home.

In addition to these first delegations, a number of others have visited the country 
and their Reports all corroborate those of the first delegates.

These reports, together with the reports of individual delegates, are all here pub­
lished, in full or in part, for the information of those who desire to find a new home 
where they can better their circumstances, and get more land for their sons as well as 
themselves.

Letters from a number of those who left their homes in the States and settled in 
Western Canada, testifying to the truth of the information, they received regarding the 
country before going there, and their entire satisfaction with their new homes, will be 
found in these pages also, along with the testimony of high authorities like the late Mr. 
J. W. Taylor, who, for nearly a quarter of a century, resided in Western Canada as an 
American. Consul.
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A N D  I T S

T H E  T E S T I M O N Y  O F S E T T L E R S , F A R M E R S ’ D E L E G A T E S A N D  H I G H  

A U T H O R I T I E S .

R e p o r t  o f  a  p a r t y  o f  F a r m e r s ’ D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  S o u t h  D a k o t a , w h o  v i s i t e d  t h e  

C a n a d i a n  N o r t h - w e s t  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  M r . W . A . W e b s t e r , d u r i n g  M a y  
a n d  J u n e , 1 8 9 1  :—

W e , th e  u n d e r s ig n e d  f a r m e r s  o f  S o u th  D a k o ta , o w in g  to  th e  r e p e a te d  ( a n d  a lm o s t  

to ta l)  f a i lu r e  o f  c r o p s , h a d  m a d e  u p  o u r m in d s  th a t w e  m u s t  e m ig r a te  s o m e w h e r e a n d  

a H e r  h e a r in g  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l r e s o u r c e s  o f  M a n ito b a  a n d  th e  C a n a d ia n  

N o r th -w e s t b y  W . A . W e b s te r , D o m in io n  E m ig r a t io n  A g e n t , a n d  A . F . H o lm e s C o lo n ­

iz a t io n  A g e n t , d e c id e d  to  v is i t a n d  p e r s o n a lly  in s p e c t th e s e  r e s o u r c e s , n o t o n ly  in  o u r  

o w n  in te re s ts b u t  a ls o  in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  very many o f o u r n e ig h b o u r s . A c c o m p a n ie d  

b y  A g e n t  W e b s te r  w e le f t A b e r d e e n , S o u th  D a k o ta , M a y  1 4 , r e a c h e d  W in n ip e g  M a y  

1 5 , s p e n t a  d a y  e x a m in in g  th a t f in e  s u b s ta n t ia l  c i ty  o f  2 8 ,0 0 0  in h a b i ta n ts . W e  v is i te d  

B r a n d o n , w h ic h  i s  th e  c e n t r e  o f a  g r a n d  w h e a t g r o w in g  r e g io n . V is ite d  th e  G o v e r n ­

m e n t E x p e r im e n ta l F a r m , s a w  h e r e s a m p le s o f g r a in , g r a s s e s , t r e e s , s h r u b s , a n d  s a w  

th e i r  s y s te m  o f  f a r m in g , w h ic h  s e e m s  to  b e  m o s t c o m p le te . W e  v is i te d  th e  w e l l - k n o w n  

f a r m  o f  W ill ia m  S a n d is o n , w h o  r a is e d la s t y e a r 6 0 ,0 0 0  b u s h e ls o f g r a in : h is w h e a t  

a v e r a g e d  3 0 a n d  o a ts  9 0  b u s h e ls p e r a c r e . H is  te a m s a n d  o u tf i t w e r e th e b e s t w e  

e v e r  s a w . A f te r  d r iv in g  o v e r  th is  d is tr ic t  a n d  m e e tin g  s o m e  o ld  f r ie n d s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  

w e a l th  f a r m in g  h e r e , w e  w e n t w e s t to  M o o s o m in  ■ d r o v e  o v e r th is d is t r ic t w h ic h i s  a  

s p le n d id  s e c t io n  f o r  m ix e d  f a r m in g . V is i te d  th e  f a r m s  o f  J . R . N e f f  a n d  T h o s B o u b ie r  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  f a r m in g  h e r e  f o r  th e  p a s t  n in e  y e a r s , g r o w in g  2 5  to  3 0  b u s h e ls  o f  w h e a t  

p e r  a c r e , o a ts  6 0  b u s h e ls  a n d  p o ta to e s  3 0 0  b u s h e ls . F r o m  h e r e  w e  w e n t  w e s t to  M o o s e  

J a w ; d r o v e  o v e r  th is  d is tr ic t; s p le n d id  s o il , g o o d  g r a s s , s to c k  l iv in g  o u t a l l th e  y e a r  

V is i te d  s e v e r a l f in e  f a r m s  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m e r s  in  th is  d is tr ic t . F r o m  h e r e  w e  w e n t  

to  C a lg a r y , a f in e to w n  o f 4 ,0 0 0  in h a b i ta n ts  ; m a n y  c o s t ly b u i ld in g s o f f r e e s to n e  

q u a r r ie d  o n  th e  s p o t. F r o m  h e r e  w e  h a d  a  g r a n d  v ie w  o f th e  R o c k y 0  M o u n ta in s 7 5  

m ile s  d is ta n t ! G o in g  n o r th  f r o m  h e r e  to  th e  f a m o u s  R e d  D e e r  d is tr ic t w e  e x a m in e d  

i t  th o r o u g h ly  ; i t  i s  a  g r a n d  s to c k  c o u n tr y , p r o b a b ly  n o  b e t te r  k n o w n , p le n ty  o f  t im b e r  

w a te r , h a y  a n d  g o o d  s o i l , e a s i ly  t i l le d  ; w e  f o u n d  v e r y  m a n y  N o r th  D a k o ta  f a r m e r s  

s e t t l in g  in  th is d is t r ic t . T h e r e i s p le n ty  o f F r e e  H o m e s te a d  la n d  h e r e R e tu r n in -  

e a s t w e  s to p p e d  o f f  a t R e g in a , th e  c a p i ta l o f  th e  T e r r ito r ie s . W e  e x a m in e d  th is  d is tr ic t  

th o r o u g h ly  ; n o  r ic h e r  s o i l th a n  h e r e . N o r th  a n d  s o u th  o f h e r e  a r e  f in e  s to c k  s e c t io n s  

s to c k  l iv in g  o u t a lm o s t th e  e n t i r e  y e a r ; w e  h e a r  n o th in g  o f h a r d  t im e s  h e r e F r o m  

h e r e  w e  w e n t  n o r th  2 5 0  m ile s , o v e r a  f i r s t- c la s s r a i l r o a d to  P r in c e  A lb e r t in  th e  S a s ­

k a tc h e w a n  v a l le y ; we e x a m in e d  th is d is tr ic t v e r y  c a r e f u l ly  ; w e f in d  h e r e  p le n ty  o f  

t im b e r f o r a l l p u r p o s e s ; w a te r in  a b u n d a n c e — r iv e r s , la k e s , a n d  w e l l w a te r o f f i r s t  

q u a l i ty  a t  d e p th s  o f 1 0  to  1 5  f e e t . R ic h , m e llo w  s o il , p r o d u c in g  a  lu x u r ia n t G r o w th  o f  

g r a s s e s  o f th e  m o s t n u tr i t io u s  k in d s — in  s h o r t , a  f i r s t- c la s s  c o u n tr y  f o r  m ix e d  f a r m in g  

h a v in g  n o w  g o o d  r a i lw a y  f a c i l i t ie s , a n d  w h e r e  g o o d  p r ic e s a r e  h a d  f o r s to c k  a n d  a H  

k in d s  o f  f a r m  p r o d u c ts . T h e re  i s  p le n ty  o f  F r e e  H o m e s te a d  la n d  h e r e .
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Returning east to Portage la Prairie, we drove over that renowned district, and 
saw evidences of agricultural wealth that completely astonished us, it having all been 
accumulated within the past few years.

From here we took the railway to Yorkton, passing all the way through a first- 
class farming country, with evidences of prosperous farmers all along this road t > 
Yorkton, which is its present terminus. From here we drove 45 miles along the pro­
posed line of road to the South Dakota Colony (which now consists of 200 souls), the 
members of which settled here during the last few months. We visited all of them, 
most of them being old acquaintances ; we found them all busy building houses and 
breaking land. We examined the country in which this colony is located as carefully 
as possible for the time at our disposal, and we find a first-class soil, plenty of small, 
beautiful lakes, pure water, plenty of timber for building, fencing, and fuel for all time 
to come; hayinabundan.ee. We saw here three-year-old steers fit for the English 
market that never saw the inside of a stable.

In the interests of our friends and neighbours in South Dakota we desire that 
this, our report, be printed and circulated in the Dakotas ; and we say most emphatically 
that the statements made by Agents Holmes and Webster, to us, in regard to the 
agricultural resources of Manitoba and the Canadian North-west, are true in every 
particular, as we found everything better than they represented them to us, and we 
wish here to tell the farmers of South Dakota that they can place confidence in. their 
statements.

Signed at Winnipeg, 10th June, 1891.
O. W. Pa s h o l k e , Glasston, Pembina County, North Dakota.
Fr a n c is B. Me g a r r y , Leola, South Dakota.
Ja me s Ca me r o n , Aberdeen. South Dakota.
F. J. Ra n d a l l , Conway, North Dakota.
Wil l ia m Hil l , Leola, South Dakota.
Ne il  Mc Le a n , Roscoe, South Dakota.

Re po r t  o f  a  pa r t y o f No r t h Da k o t a Fa r me r s ’ De l e g a t e s w h o s pe n t  a  mo n t h  
v is it in g Ma n it o b a  a n d t h e No r t h -w e s t  w it h  a  v ie w t o r e po r t in g  t o t h e ir  
f r ie n d s in  Da k o t a  t h e f a c t s r e g a r d in g  t h is c o u n t r y  :—

Win n ipe g , 18th June, 1891.

We, the undersigned delegates from North Dakota, wish to make the following 
report for the benefit of intending settlers. We have visited the country north and 
west of Yorkton for over 50 miles, and found a country which cannot be surpassed for 
mixed farming. There are numberless good meadows, and it would be hard to find a 
section, without a nice poplar grove in it. There are also many streams of fresh water, 
and the soil is excellent in every particular. We spent several days at Prince Albert, 
Duck Lake, and in the Shell River country. The general appearance of the country 
around Prince Albert is particularly desirable on account of its groves of tamarack, 
spruce and poplar timbers. The valley of the Shell River is a very beautiful country, 
extending for a long distance east of the Thickwood Hills; the prairie is composed of a 
dark loam with heavy clay subsoil, with numerous lakes and springs. There are 
millions of acres of this land unoccupied in the valley of the Saskatchewan. The 
country in many places resembles parts of Great Britain. We also visited the country 
north of Calgary for more than 100 miles; the Poplar Grove and Red Deer country is 
a very desirable point for any one who desires to emigrate from Dakota. There is 
abundance of wood and water, and lumber can be got for $18.50 per M. One of our 
party has already located about eight miles from Red Deer.

We have seen several herds of cattle that never were fed any hay, or had shelter 
during the winter; in fact, it is the country for a great many people who are getting 
poorer every year in Dakota.

We also desire to state that on our visit to Brandon we had the pleasure of visiting 
the Government Experimental Farm established at that point, and we were glad to find
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what a great work the Governm ent was doing here for the benefit of the farm ers of the 

North-west. M r. Bedford, the m anager, is a fine m an, and takes great pains in  explain­

ing everything to those who visit the farm . Experiments of all kinds are carried on at 

the farm , and farm ers can always get the best and m ost reliable inform ation as to what 

is best to grow and how to prepare it.

In conclusion, we have no hesitation in advising all our friends in Dakota, and  any  

others who wish to better their condition, to com e to the Canadian North-west.

M r. D. D. Sm ith, of Park River, and M r. A. Johnson  and H. Chaley, of Edinburgh, 

also accom panied us on our whole trip of inspection, with the exception of Yorkton dis­

trict, and will corroborate this statement.

In k e r m a n  D a v is , Park River, North Dakota.

Ja m e s  B e l l , Latona, North Dakota.

A b r a h a m  Sm it h , Inkster, North Dakota.

B e n j a m in  Co d e , Park River, North Dakota.

W m . Co d e , Park River, North Dakota.

E. Co d e , Park River, North Dakota.

R e p o r t  o f a  p a r t y  o f F a r m e r s ’ D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  N o r t h  D a k o t a , w h o  m a d e  a  

TOUR OF INSPECTION OF M ANITOBA AND THE NORTH-W EST IN COM PANY W ITH  

C a p t a in  B l is s  :—

W in n ip e g , 8th June, 1891.

W e, the undersigned farm ers from  the counties of Griggs, Foster and Steele, in the 

State of North Dakota, United States, beg to ask the privilege of thus laying  before our 

brother farm ers in our district in North Dakota, this report of our tour of inspection of 

land in the Canadian North-west.

W e arrived in W innipeg on the 15th M ay, and started west next m orning. W e 

took the Canadian Pacific Railway at W innipeg, and passing through very fertile lands 

at Portage la Prairie, Brandon and other points on that line, we cam e to Calgary, our 

first stop. W e found Calgary a wonderful town for its age, being lighted by electricity, 

and having good water works, fire and police brigades, and first-class hotels. A large 

barracks of the M ounted Police is also at this point.

From Calgary we proceeded north on the Calgary and Edm onton Railway to Red  

Deer. About 30 m iles rtorth of Calgary we got into first-class land, well wooded and  

watered. At Red Deer we found good land, but rather too m uch wood. Through the 

kindness of Land Agent Jessup we got full inform ation as to land open for settlement, 

and proceeded to Poplar Grove, 20 m iles south of Red Deer. Here we spent three days 

and thoroughly inspected the land. W e found the soil very  good, a rich loam , and easily  

worked, plenty of wood and water, and from conversation with som e settlers we believe 

this to be as good a locality as a farm er could wish.

After a careful inspection of Poplar Grove, we took the train again and proceeded  

to Calgary on the way to Prince Albert. Passing through Regina, the capital of the 

North-west Territories, a town of western enterprise and the headquarters of the 

M ounted Police force of the North-west, we cam e by Regina and the Long Lake Rail­

way to Prince Albert. W e arrived in Prince Albert and found a town of 900 or 1,100  

inhabitants, beautifully situated on the Saskatchewan River, in a fertile valley. W e 

went out south-east som e 40 m iles, and on the route passed through the finest country  

we had yet seen. The Birch Hill district was closely inspected, and resulted in show ­

ing us a land of wood, water and soil yet to be surpassed. W ell water can be had in  

this section at from 5 to 12 feet, good and clear. Hay is extrem ely plentiful, being  

seen in m any places over 3 feet high. Timothy seed will grow here, and brings forth a 

good crop. W e find we cannot express ourselves too highly regarding this district, and  

consider it first-class in all respects for “  m ixed ” farm ing. There is plenty of land here 

ready for hom esteading.
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. W  e th en  p ro ceed ed to  Y o rk to n , o n th e M an ito b a an d N o rth -w est R ailw ay . W e  

a t  n v <  d  in  Y o rk  to n , an d  p ro c i ecL  d b y team s to v iew  th e lan d n o rth an d w est. W e  

saw  an d co n v ersed w ith sev era l o ld se ttle rs fro m  S o u th D ak o ta . T h ey are  all well 
satisfied, an d  w o u ld n o t ch an g e th e ir lo cation . W e w en t as fa r as Q u ill L ak e , an d  

o u n d  th e lan d  an d co u n try g en era lly g o o d fo r m ix ed fa rm in g . T h e cro p s lo o k  w ell, 
g rass g o o d  an d  p len ty .

W m . H o w d e n , C o o p ersto w n , G rig g s C o ., N o rth D ak o ta .

E l l e f  O l s o n , O ttaw a  d o  d o

P e t e r  B . H e l l a n d , S h arron d o  d o

G u d m u n d  G u d m u n d s e r , R o m n es, G rig g s C o . d o  

J a s . P h a l e n , F o rrest R iv er, G ran d  F o rks C o . d o  

R . R u t l e d g e , -------- , P alk  C o . d o

J . A . B o l e , --------- , F o ste r C o . d o

T e s t i m o n y  o f  t h r e e  g e n t l e m e n  f r o m  N e l s o n  C o u n t y , N o r t h  D a k o t a

W e th e u n d ersig n ed , afte r h av in g b een th ree w eek s ex am in in g th e u n o ccu p ied  

terming lan d s in th e  v ic in ity  o f Y o rk to n , P rin ce A lb ert, R eg in a an d  o th er p arts o f th e  

C an ad ian . N o rth -w est, d o  h ereb y  certify  th a t th e  rep resen tation s  m ad e to  o u r  p eo p le b y  

M r M artin  M cD o n ald , im m ig ra tio n ag en t, as to q u a lity  o f lan d  an d  su p p lies o f w o o d , 

w a er, c c ., & c., h av e b een m o re th an  v erified  to  u s b y  o u r p erso n a l ex am in a tio n . A n d  

w e ax e n o h esitan cy in say in g th a t th e  in ten d in g  se ttle r can n o t fin d  a  m o re  in v itin g  

co u n try  o n  th e  A m erican co n tin en t to  d ay to estab lish a  h o m e th an  o n  th e  lin e  o f th e  

M an ito b a an d  N o rth -w estern  R ailw ay  in  th e  v ic in ity  o f Y o rk to n , o r P rin ce. A lb ert.

J o h n  H e n n e s s y , D eleg a te fro m  N elso n  C o ., N o rth  D ak o ta .

D . M c D o u g a l l  d o  d o  d o

R i c h a r d  C a r r  d o  d o  d o

T H E T E S T IM O N Y  O F M A N Y  O T H E R S .

A  L e t t e r  f r o m  F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n .

D e a r  S i r ,— I  arriv ed  h ere  o n  th e 1 8 th  o f A p ril an d  fo u n d  th e  sp rin g  w ell ad v an ced  

an d  g ra in , th a t w as m  early  u p  an d  lo o k ing  fin e . R en ted  lan d  fro m  R o b ert M cK ern an  • 

p u t in acres o f o a ts an d  1 2 acres o f b arley  an d 1 acre  o f p o ta to es . T h e sp riiv  w as  

d ry  an d  n o  ra in  till 1 0 th  Ju ne  : th en  g o t p len ty  o f ra in , an d  th resh ed  7 1 6  sack s o f o a ts • 

w eig h ed  so m e o f th e  sack s an d  th ey  w eig h ed  fro m  1 0 6 to 1 1 0  lb s. I h ad  6 0 0  b u sh e ls  o f  

b arley an d 5 0 0 b u sh e ls o f p o ta to es. I co n sid er th a t I h ad  a  g o o d  cro p  a ll ro u n d . I  

h av e  b een  th resh in g  a ll fa ll, an d  h av e  seen  so m e b e tte r an d  so m e n o t so  g o o d .

Jam es P o rt, o n  so u th  2 8 , to w n sh ip  5 3 , ran g e 2 2 , h ad 1 2 acres o f w h eat th a t w en t 

5 5 ^  b u sh e ls p er acre ; th a t is th e  b est I k n o w  o f. I  fee l su re th a t w e can ra ise as g o o d  

w h eat as an y  p lace  in  A m erica . A s fo r o a ts an d  b arley , w e are  aw ay  ah ead . P o ta to es  

cab b age , tu rn ip s , o n ion s, b ean s, p ease an d rh u b arb are b ey o n d d escrip tio n  ; n o  m an  

w o u ld  b e liev e it till h e  sees it. I h av e  seen  so m e fin e fie ld s o f tim o th y . H av e  seen  th e  

fa ttest ca ttle  h ere  I  ev er saw . S h eep  d o  w ell, an d  th e re  is lo ts o f m o n ey  in  h o » s, as w e  

can  g ro w  b arley  an d  n o t h a lf try , an d  th e re is a  g o o d  m ark e t n o rth  fo r m o re p o rk  th an  

w ill ev er b e ra ised  h ere . T h e  g ro w th  o f g rass is so m eth in g  w o n d erfu l ; o n  th e  h ig h  lan d  

it w as 3 fee t h ig h , m ix ed  w ith  p ea  v in e— b e tte r p astu re a  m an  co u ld n o t ask  fo r°

I rem ain , y o u rs tru ly ,

„ o  JO H N  M cL E L L A N .
-I* o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n .
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P r in c e  A l b e r t  v s . So u t h  D a k o t a .

reJUm  f°r y°Ur kindness in assisting us to get here, I drop you this 
ter to let you know  how  we are getting on since we left Brown county, South Dakota, 

n our way up we stopped two days at Regina, and the crops there were something  
enormous The Brown Bros, wheat went 58 bushels, Collins 52, and a German neigh­
bour s went 56 bushels per acre ! oats 25 bushels. Roots and vegetables were astonishing ।  
Here at Prince Albert crops are splendid : wheat 30, oats 60 bushels per acre, and not 
a particle of frost. I have cut and stacked a grand lot of hay since! came. W e are 
haying a great deal of ram  lately ; ground is now ploughing in fine shape. M y nearest 
neighbour has just dug one acre of potatoes— yield, 400 bushels. J. Dalin, his family  
and car of stock have arrived all safe. They like this country very much. I have 
rented a fine farm five miles from town for one year ; will then go on my own claim. 
»Sinæ coinmg here I have been around a good deal, and every farmer I meet is in love 
with this country Cattle here are rolling fat, and bring good prices. The railroad  
?? V r£kt°n W 11 b? fimshed next summer. I expect then to see a great rush 

of South Dakota farmers to this country, for I tell you it possesses wonderful advantages 
over South Dakota. Beautiful rivers and lake , first-class timber, lots of hay and grass 
an^iS?°kd S01}  n ? 18 surPrising the number of South Dakota farmers that have 
settled here this fall from Brown, Edmunds and Faulk counties, and they are all writing  
back for their friends to come here and share the advantages of this country  with them. 
1 forgot to tell you that the weather is delightful; threshing going oÄ in every direction  
— eiO bushels to the acre— No. 1 hard.

I am, yours truly,
JAM ES CAM ERON.

P r in c e  A l b e r t .

W h a t  M r . Jo h n  K l e in , o f  W a r n e r , s a id .

S i r ,— Having been appointed by a large number of my neighbours to visit the 

Canadian North-west and to examine its agricultural resources, and report on my re­
urn, 1 will say on the outset that we have been farming here in South Dakota for 

nine years, and between the repeated and almost total failure of crops, coupled with 
excessive takes and high rates of interest, and low prices of farm  produce, we find it 
impossible to support our families here. Accordingly I left Aberdeen, 10th October 
arrived next day in W innipeg, a fine city of 28,000 inhabitants, full of life and business

i ™  W inniPeS w ,est 1 Passed through Portage la Prairie, Brandon, Griswold, 
it( en, iloosomm, and such crops of wheat as I passed my eyes never saw before 

farmers were busy threshing out 30 bushels of wheat per acre, grading No. 1 hard ’ 
and selling at 80 cents per bushel. All other grain crops were in proportion. As for 
roots and vegetables, they were simply wonderful! In due time I reached Prince 
Albert, a fine town on the Saskatchewan River, with a population of 1 100 Here 
everything seemed prosperous. I found that a number of South Dakota people settled  
liere this summer. After examining this district thoroughly I pronounce it a first class 
country for mixed farming, the soil being rich, and plenty of timber, water, grass and  
hay, and where good prices are obtained for all kinds of farm  produce. Cattle are easily 
grown and bring splendid prices as compared with South Dakota. And I tell my friends 
I am  coming to Prince Albert to make my home. And I tell them further that they  
will make no mistake if they do likewise. I heard of no chattel mortgages, or 2 per 
cent a month here. On the «contrary, farmers all seemed prosperous and contented all 
being m love with this country. Taxes are very low, and interest likewise • <’ood 
schools, churches, etc. The people I met were all civil and obliging, and gave me all 
the assistance possible to enable me to possess the information I was seeking. Small 
fruits grow in abundance ; fish in the rivers ; game in the bush. In  conclusion, I tell my 
friends and neighbours that after a careful examination of the country, and for the 
above reasons, besides many others, that I and my family are going there to make 
our future home ; and I tell all those in whose interest I examined that country that I
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fo u n d it b ette r th an , th e ag en ts a t A b erd een  d escrib ed  it to  m e, an d  th a t an y  m an  in  

S o u th  D ak o ta  w h o  is n o t sa tisfied  w ith  h is su ccess , can n o t d o  b ette r th an se ttle in th e  

P rin ce A lb ert d istric t o f th e C an ad ian  N o rth -w est.

I am , y o u rs tru ly ,

JO H N  K L E IN , o f W arn er, S o u th  D ak o ta .

A b e r d e e n , S o u th  D ak o ta , 2 2 n d  O ct., 1 8 9 1 .

R e p o r t  o f  a  M i c h i g a n  M a n .

W i n n i p e g , M a n ., 1 0 th A u g u st, 1 8 9 1 .

S i r ,— H av in g  v isited  M an ito b a an d th e N o rth -w est T errito ries in  th e  in te rests o f  

fa rm ers n o w  liv in g in S ag in aw  co u n ty , M ich ., I b eg leav e to su b m it th e fo llo w ing  

rep o rt :— I  arriv ed  in  W in n ip eg  Ju ne  2 9 an d  o n  th e  fo llo w in g  d ay  p ro ceed ed  to  so u th ern  

M an ito b a . T h e co u n try  is v ery  su itab le  fo r m ix ed fa rm in g . T h e so il is a  b lack , san d y  

lo am , w ith c lay  su b so il, an d g iv es ev id en ce o f g rea t fe rtility  in  th e w o n d erfu l cro p s it 

p ro d u ces. M an y  o f th e  fa rm ers I v isited  ex p ec ted  th e  w h eat to  y ie ld  3 5  b u sh e ls to  th e  

acre . O ats , b arley  an d  a ll k in d s o f g arden  v eg e tab les w ere sh o w in g  an  ex ce llen t g ro w th . 

I v isited  th e  T u rtle M o u n ta in s , a lo n g  th e  so u th o f M an ito b a . T h ey  are co v ered  w ith  

tim b er (p o p la r, scrub o ak an d ash ), w h ich y ie ld  a  g o o d su p p ly  o f firew o o d . A  g rea t 

m an y  creek s ru n o u t o f th e m o u n ta in s, an d n u m ero u s m arsh es in  th e  v ic in ity  g iv e an  

ab u n d an ce  o f h ay . T h ere  is a  v ery  b eau tifu l lak e  o f p u re , c lear w ater a t K illa rney , an d  

a  la rg er o n e a t W h itew ater. G en era lly sp eak in g , th e w ell-w ater is ex ce llen t. N ear  

D elo ra in e  q u ite  a  p ro d u ctiv e  co a l m in e  h as b een o p en ed  u p , an d ch eap  co a l is ex p ec ted  

in  th e  n ear fu tu re .

I v isited  th e  P o rtag e  p la in s  an d  th e  B ran d o n  d istric t, an d  w as  as  fa r  w est as R eg in a . 

I v en tu re  to  say  th a t a lo n g  th e  m ain  lin e o f th e  C an ad ian P acific , fro m  H ig h  B lu ff to  

V ird en , th ere  is o n e  o f th e  m o st p ro d u ctiv e  cerea l g ro w in g  d istric ts o f th e  w o rld . S o m e  

id ea o f th e  cro p s can . b e  o b ta in ed  fro m  th e  fac t th a t it w as fo u n d  n ecessary , th is  y ear, to  

im po rt 1 ,7 0 0  fa rm  lab o u rers to  assis t th e fa rm ers to h arv est th e ir g ra in , an d a g rea t 

m an y  m o re  arfe still req u ired . A  n o ticeab le fea tu re o f th e g ra in fie ld s is th e  ev en n ess  

o f su rface , sh o w in g  th e  so il to  b e o f u n ifo rm  stren g th . T h ere  are fie ld s o f h u n d red s o f  

acres in  w h ich  .th e  g ra in  a ll stan d s ab o u t th e  sam e  h eig h t. I  w as in fo rm ed th a t th ere  is  

n o  m idg e , w eev il, ru st o r b lig h t o f an y  k in d  to  in ju re th e  g ra in .

I ex am in ed  th e  In d ian  H ead an d R eg in a  d istric ts v ery  th o ro u g h ly . T h e su rface  

is lev e l. T h e  so il is h eav ie r th an  th a t o f th e  B ran d o n an d P o rtag e  la P ra irie  d istric ts . 

I sh o u ld  ch arac te rize  it as a  c lay  lo am . It d o es n o t b ak e , b u t is so ft an d m ellow  an d  

w o rk s easily . T h at it is rich  can  b e  seen  fro m  th e  cro p s  an d  en o rm o u s  g ard en  v eg e tab les  

it p ro d uces. T o th e so u th o f R eg in a th ere is ex ce llen t g raz in g  co u n try . T h e w ater  

su p ply o f W estern  A ssin ib o ia is so m ew h at in terestin g . F arm ers h av e d u g 1 0 0 fee t 

d eep  w ith ou t reach in g  w ater, w h ereas a t 2 5  fee t fro m  th e  first w ell an  ab u n d an t su p p ly  

h as b een  o b ta in ed  a t a d ep th  "o f n o t m o re th an  4 0  fee t. In  o n e lo ca lity w h ere  th ere  

seem s to  h av e  b een  d ifficu lty  in  g ettin g  w ater, an  ex ce llen t flo w in g  w ell h as  b een  stru ck .

I w as v ery  m u ch  p leased  w ith  th e  ap p earan ce o f th e P rin ce  A lb ert d istric t. T h e  

co u n try  in  th e  im m ed ia te  v ic in ity  is ad m irab ly  ad ap ted  to  sto ck -ra isin g . It  is h illy , an d  

co n ta in s n u m ero u s sm all lak es, an d m arsh es w h ere th e h ay  g ro w s fro m  tw o  to  th ree  

fee t lo n g . T h e h ills , to o , are co v ered w ith  a  v ery  lu x u rian t g ro w th  o f g rass , p ea-v in e , 

v etch es, & c. T h ere  is an  ab u n d an ce  o f tim b er (sp ru ce , o ak  an d  p o p lar) fo r fen c in g  an d  

firew o o d . A b o u t 5 0  m iles fro m  P rin ce A lb ert, a lo ng th e S to n y  C reek  an d th e  C arro t 

R iver, th ere  is a  lo ca lity  u n su rp assed  in  th e  te rrito ries fo r fh ix ed  fa rm in g . H o m estead s  

can  b e h ad  in  th is lo ca lity , o r lan d  can  b e p u rch ased  fo r $ 2 .5 0  an  acre .

R etu rn in g  east, I to o k  a  trip  o n  th e M an ito b a an d N o rth -w este rn R ailw ay , fro m  

P o rtag e  la  P ra irie  to  S altco a ts. T h e co u n try  th ro u g h  w h ich  th is ro ad ru n s p resen ts a  

g en tly  u n d u la tin g su rface . It is n early  a ll arab le , an d ex ce llen t fo r m ix ed fa rm in g . 

T h e so il is a rich b lack lo am , in so m e p laces 2 fee t d eep , w ith  a c lay su b so il. A n  

ab u n d an ce  o f p u re , c lear w ater can  b e o b ta in ed  b y  d ig g in g  fro m  8 to  2 0  fee t d eep . T h e
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t i m b e r  s u p p l y ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i s  y e r y  p l e n t i f u l . A  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  

i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  b e i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n t o  l u m b e r . N e a r  B i n s c a r t h  t h e r e  i s  a  s a w - m i l l  

d o i n g  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s . T h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  m a r s h e s  w h i c h  y i e l d  a n  a b u n d ­

a n c e  o f  v e r y  n u t r i t i o u s  h a y . F i s h  a b o u n d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  l a k e s ,  a n d  d u c k s  a n d  g e e s e  a r e  

v e r y  c o m m o n . T h e  c r o p s , a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  N o r t h - w e s t ,  a r e  m a r v e l l o u s .  

O n e  n e e d s  o n l y  t o  s e e  t h e m  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l .

P e o p l e  e n j o y  l i v i n g  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  g o o d  s c e n e r y . A l o n g  t h i s  

l i n e , t h o u g h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  g e n t l y  u n d u l a t i n g , y e t  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s  i t  i s  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  b r o k e n  t o  b e c o m e  d e l i g h t f u l l y  p i c t u r e s q u e . F o r  a  s h o r t d i s t a n c e  w e  r a n  

t h r o u g h  a  b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  w e  g o t  g l i m p s e s  o f  d e l e c t a b l e  p l a i n s . M a n y  

o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  a r e  s p r i n g i n g  u p  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  a r e  v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y  s i t u a t e d ,  e i t h e r  

i n  s o m e  s e c l u d e d  d e l l  o r  o n  a  s h e l t e r e d  h i l l s i d e .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n , I  w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a c i f i c  

R a i l w a y  a n d  t h e  M a n i t o b a  a n d  N o r t h - w e s t e r n  R a i l w a y ,  a n d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a g e n t s ,  

a l l  o f  w h o m  f a c i l i t a t e d  m y  m a k i n g  a s  t h o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m a g n i f i c e n t  c o u n t r y  

a s  t h e  t i m e  a t  m y  d i s p o s a l  w o u l d  p e r m i t .

Y o u r s  v e r y  t r u l y ,

A . K N E C H T E L .

M r .  J a m e s  B . T r u s c o t t , a n  o l d  r e s i d e n t o f  F a u l k  C o u n t y , o n  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  

C a n a d i a n  N o r t h - w e s t , w r o t e  a  l o n g  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  l e t t e r  a b o u t t h e  c o u n t r y , f r o m  

w h i c h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t s  a r e  m a d e ,  t h e  w h o l e  l e t t e r  b e i n g  o f  s i m i l a r  i m p o r t : —

A s  y o u  a r e  a w a r e , I  l e f t  h o m e  o n .  t h e  2 7 t h  J u l y  f o r  W i n n i p e g , w h e r e  I  a r r i v e d  i n  

g o o d  t i m e , a n d  w h e r e ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  I  m e t  w i t h  a  r e v e l a t i o n ; f o r , i n s t e a d  o f  f i n d i n g  a  

p o o r ,  m i s e r a b l e , s c a t t e r i n g ,  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n , G o d  f o r s a k e n  p l a c e , a s  m o s t  o f  o u r  p a p e r s  

w o u l d  l e a d  u s  t o  b e l i e v e , I  f o u n d  a  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l ,  c h a r m i n g ,  h e a l t h f u l  a n d  e n t e r p r i s i n g  

c i t y , p o s s e s s i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  a n y  l a r g e  c i t y .

A t  2 . 3 0  p . m . ,  S a t u r d a y , 1 s t  A u g u s t ,  t h e  t r a i n  p u l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  d e p o t  a n d  a w a y  w e  

s p e d  f o r  t h e  w e s t . A f t e r  p a s s i n g  o v e r  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  o f  t h e  b e s t  c o u n t r y  I  

e v e r  s a w , w e  a r r i v e d  a t  C a r b e r r y ,  w i t h  t h e  s u n . a b o u t  o n e  h o u r  h i g h ,  a n d  t h e n  f i n d i n g  

M r . W i n .  M c M i l l a n  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  m y  l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n , t h a t  g e n t l e m a n  r u s h e d  t o  

t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e ,  g o t  a  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g y ,  a n d  a w a y  w e  w e n t  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  

a n d  o h ,  o h , w h a t  f i e l d s  o f  g r a i n  ! I  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  b u g g y  a n d  s t o o d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s t s  o f  

t h e  r a i l w a y  f e n c e , b u t  o n .  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  f o r  a  l i n e  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  

t h e  f e n c e  p o s t  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a  p o s t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i e l d , f o u n d  I  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  

d o  s o , t h e  w h e a t b e i n g  t o o  h i g h ,  h i g h e r  t h a n , t h e  f e n c e  p o s t s , a n d  t h e  f i e l d  a s  f l a t a n d  

l e v e l  a s  a  f l o o r . F o r  f e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a  s w e l l i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  d e c e i v e  

m e , I  w e n t  t o  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  t o o k  a  v i e w  d i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  

o f  i t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  r e s u l t s . T h e  w h e a t  w a s  t a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  f e n c e  p o s t s ; y e s , t a l l e r  

t h a n  m y s e l f ,  a n d  s o  t h i c k  t h a t  a  j a c k  r a b b i t  o r  a  d o g  c o u l d  n o t  r u n  t h r o u g h  i t ;  a n d  t h i s  

I  s a y  n o t  o n l y  o f  o n e  f i e l d  b u t  o f  m a n y . T h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e  s a m e ; i t  i s  t h ^ h i s -  

t o r y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

O u t  o n  t h e  H o p e  f a r m  I  s a w  o t h e r  w o n d e r s ; b u t  w h a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  d e s c r i b i n g ?  I t  

w o u l d  o n l y  b e  r e p e a t i n g  w h a t h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n . s a i d . S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t M r . H o p e  

c a m e  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  h o m e  i n  1 8 7 8 , b r i n g i n g  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h  h i m , a n d  n o w  h a s  

3 2 0  a c r e s . O n e  f i e l d  o f 1 7 0  a c r e s  o f  w h e a t w i l l t u r n  o f f  f o r t y  b u s h e l s  t o  t h e  a c r e ;  

t h i r t y  a c r e s  o f  o a t s  w i l l y i e l d  a b o u t s e v e n t y - f i v e  b u s h e l s  t o  t h e  a c r e ; a n d  a  l a r g e  f i e l d  

o f  t i m o t h y — t h e  b e s t  I  e v e r  s a w , a n d  I  h a v e  s e e n  g o o d  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  

V e r m o n t a n d  C o n n e c t i c u t — h e  c l a i m e d  3  t o n s  p e r  a c r e . H e  t o o k  m e  t o  a  f o r t y - a c r e  

f i e l d  w h i c h  y i e l d e d  c r o p s  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  s o l d  f o r  $ 9 0 0 ,  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 1 , 2 0 0  

r e s p e c t i v e l y . H e  h a s  a l s o  a  f i n e  l o t  o f  h o r s e s , c a t t l e ,  e t c . ,  a  s p l e n d i d  h o u s e , t w o  y e a r s ’  

w o o d  c u t  a n d  p i l e d  n e a r  t h e  d o o r ,  s o m e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h u n d r e d  b u s h e l s  i n  t h e  g r a n a r y -  

l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  l a s t  y e a r .

B a c k  t o  M r . B e d f o r d ’ s  w e  d r o v e  a g a i n ,  a n d  f o u n d  h i m  p a t i e n t l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s .  

A f t e r  a  l i t t l e  c h a t  h e  g a v e  m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a v e r a g e s  w h i c h  h e  e x p e c t s . I  t h i n k  o n  

s o m e  h e  i s  l o w ; b u t  h i s  b u s i n e s s  b e i n g  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  o n e ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r a i n s  r u n  l o w ,  

t h u s  b r i n g i n g  d o w n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a v e r a g e .
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Wheat, 27 bushels per acre.
Oats, 75 “ “
Barley, 55 “ “
Pease, 1’0 “ “
Timothy, 1| tons “
Red clover, 3 “ “
Green corn fodder, 46 tons per acre.

Last year one kernel of corn produced fourteen stalks, the united length of which 
was eighty-five feet.

Mr. T. 0. Davis, a resident of Prince Albert, took me into his garden, where I 
could see no special pains had been taken to force anything, but still the growth was 
wonderful. An apricot tree five feet high • maple trees, one year old, two feet high ; 
tobacco with leaves 14 x 28 inches ; potatoes of late planting, fifteen stalks and twenty 
potatoes to the hill, besides a lot of little ones; cauliflower, headed, cooked and eaten; 
raspberries of this year’s planting, one stalk had twenty-one berries; flowers without 
number, such as poppies, four-o’clocks, pansies, mignonette, etc.

But my samples, here they are :
One sample of Fife wheat, 4 ft. 8 in. high, will yield about 40 bushels per acre.
One sample of Ladoga wheat, 5 ft. high, will yield about 40 bushels per acre.
One sample of Ladoga wheat, 4 ft. 3 in. high, will yield about 35 bushels per acre.
One sample of oats, 4 ft. high, will yield about 75 bushels per acre.
The above are all from the farm of Mr. Win. Plaxton, six miles out of town.
We next called on Mr. T. F. Miller, near here. He also gave me a fine lot of 

samples, as follows :—
Oats, ready to cut, 3 ft. 6 in. high, will yield about 60 bushels per acre.
Oats, sowed 19th June, 4 ft. high, will yield about 30 bushels per acre.
Ladoga wheat, 5 ft. high, will yield about 30 bushels per acre.
Ladoga wheat, ft. high, will yield about 40 bushels per acre.
Fife wheat, ft. high, will yield about 27 bushels per acre.
Barley, ready to cut, 4 ft. high, will yield about 50 bushels per acre.
Mr. Miller came here poor 17 years ago, but he is now well off. He says he never 

missed a crop; never was nipped by the frost till last year. Their frosted crop yielded 
25 bushels an acre and sold for 75 cents a bushel. He sold last year cattle to the 
amount of $213, and this year, so far, to the amount of $140.

Mr. J. McArthur, of this place, came here in 1884 with 200 sheep. He has now 
1,500; sold this year 103 fat wethers at $5.50 each, and 5,000 lbs. of wool at 12 cents 
a pound ; besides 500 lambs, which can be sold at any time for $3 each. Mr. McArtlrur 
is now a banker in town.

Mr. James Mair told me that in one year he had from 90 acres 2,300 bushels of 
wheat; from 8 acres 600 bushels of barley; from 12 acres 1,150 bushels of oats. He. 
has always had good crops, except two years, which then gave him about-15 bushels per 
acre each time. He came here in 1880.

And now, Dakota farmers, frieads and neighbours, you who have had the courage, 
hope and life nearly ground out of you through the long succession of failure of crops ; 
you who must make a move very soon or go to the wall, perhaps never to recover, why 
not come this way ? This place is near you ; the people are the most cordial, the most 
hospitable, I ever met. They not only want you to come, but with outstretched arms 
they beg you to come and be one of their happy and prosperous group. The climate is 
mild and healthful, the land is free, the harvest is sure, and the profit is rich. With 
one accord, the people here all say, Come. They will meet you at the border and show 
you the way. All you have to do is to come.

To the gentlemen at Carberry, Brandon and Prince Albert, who treated me so 
generously, I now return my sincerest thanks for the favours shown me, hoping also that 
their very bountiful harvest will be safely garnered, and that before long I will be 
one of their company.

JAMES B. TRUSCOTT.* 
Mil l a r d , Fa u l k  Co ., So u t h  Da k o t a .

*Mr. Truscott is now settled in Prince Albert, and on another page will be found his report of the 
country.
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E x t r a c t s  f r o m  R e p o r t  o f  D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  S p i n k  C o u n t y , S o u t h  D a k o t a , f r o m  

A b e r d e e n  S t a t i o n , N o v e m b e r  1 8 t h , 1 8 9 1 .
•

W e  l e f t  A b e r d e e n  o n  1 4 th  S e p te m b e r , a r r iv in g  i n  W in n ip e g  n e x t  d a y .

W e  s a w  w h e a t  a t P o r ta g e  l a  P r a i r i e  a v e r a g in g  3 5  t o  5 0  b u s h e l s p e r a c r e , a n d  

t h o u s a n d s  o f a c r e s  o f i t .

W e  w e n t  t o  P r in c e  A lb e r t . W e  f o u n d  t h i s t o  b e  a  m a g n if i c e n t g r a z in g  c o u n t r y  

a lo n g  t h e  l i n e  o f r o a d . A t  S a s k a to o n  w e  s a w  f o u r  c a r l o a d s o f t h r e e - y e a r - o ld  s t e e r s  

f o r  w h ic h  t h e  b u y e r  p a id  .$ 4 0  e a c h .

W e  a r r iv e d  a t  P r in c e  A lb e r t  o n  t h e  n ig h t  o f t h e  1 9 th  S e p te m b e r  a n d  f o u n d  t h e y  

h a d  a s  y e t  n o  f r o s t . T o m a to e s  a n d  a l l  v e g e ta b le s  g r e e n . T h e ir  f i r s t f r o s t  o c c u r r e d  o n  

t h e  2 4 th  S e p te m b e r , o v e r  a  m o n th  l a t e r  t h a n  i n  S p in k  c o u n ty .

O n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  M o n d a y  w e  g o t  t e a m s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l o o k in g  o v e r  t h e  P r in c e  

A lb e r t  c o u n t r y .

W e  w e n t  o n to  C a r r o t R iv e r  a n d  c a m p e d  f o r  d in n e r . H e r e  s o m e  o f  o u r  p a r ty  t o o k  

u p  l a n d , a s  w e  f o u n d  i t  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  m ix e d  f a r m in g .

A f te r  d in n e r  w e  s t a r t e d  o n  f o r  S to n y  C r e e k , a r r iv in g  a t  5  p .m .

W e  c a m p e d  h e r e  o v e r  n ig h t , a n d  n e x t  d a y  m a d e  a  s e le c t io n  o f  a  t o w n s h ip  o f l a n d  

t o  w h ic h  w e  i n t e n d  t o  g o  i n  t h e  s p r in g , a n d  c a n  o n ly  a d d  t h a t  i t  c o n ta in s l i v in g  w a te r ,  

p le n ty  o f  t im b e r , f i r s t - c l a s s  s o i l a n d  g o o d  h a y , w i th  r o o m  e n o u g h  f o r  a l l  w h o  w is h  t o  j o in  

u s , a n d  w e  c o n c lu d e  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n  M r . C h i ld ’s  l e t te r  i n  t h e  Star, t o g e th e r  

w i th  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  o th e r  p a r t i e s  f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e , a n d  w e  h e a r t i l y  e n d o r s e  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  

c o n ta in , a n d  a d d  t h a t t h e  s to r y  h a s  n o t b e e n  h a l f t o ld  o f t h e  h id d e n  w e a l th  o f t h e  

C a n a d ia n  N o r th - w e s t .

( S ig n e d ) W . J . T u r n e r .

W . H . H o l c o m b .

C . C . E l l i o t t .

T . J o n e s .

M e l e t t e , S p i n k  C o u n t y , S o u t h  D a k o t a .

[ T h e  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d  g e n t l e m e n  s p e n t  o v e r  a  m o n th  i n  t h e  C a n a d ia n  N o r th - w e s t ,  

a r e  t h e  m o s t i n f lu e n t i a l  m e n  o f  t h e i r  n e ig h b o u r h o o d , a n d  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  f u tu r e  h o m e s  

i n  t h e  P r in c e  A lb e r t  d i s t r i c t . ]

‘  - - - - - - - - I

A  L e t t e r  f r o m  T h r e e  S e t t l e r s .

P r i n c e  A l b e r t , N .W .T . , 9 th  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 9 1 .

M y  D e a r  S i r s ,— Y o u  n o  d o u b t  w o u ld  b e  g la d  t o  h e a r  f r o m  u s  i n  o u r n e w  h o m e ,  

b u t  a s  w e  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  l a te  a n d  n e w  a r r iv a ls , t h i s b e in g  o n ly  o u r  f o u r th  w e e k  h e r e ,  

y o u  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  m u c h  o f  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  u s  a t  t h is  d a te .

T h e  c l im a te  h e r e , s o  f a r , i s  d e l ig h t f u l  : w e  h a v e  n o  w in d s , a s  w e  u s e d  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  

t h e m  i n  D a k o ta ; w e  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  d e c id e d  f r o s ts , w i th  a  f lu r r y  o r  tw o  o f  s n o w , b u t  t h e  

g r o u n d  i s  p e r f e c t ly  b a r e  n o w , a n d  i s  l i k e ly  t o  b e  f o r a  m o n th  y e t t o  c o m e , o u r n e ig h ­

b o u r ’s  c a t t l e  t a k in g  c a r e  o f  t h e m s e lv e s .

C r o p s  o f  l a s t  s e a s o n  e x c e e d  t h e  m o s t s a n g u in e  e x p e c ta t io n s , t h e  y ie ld  o f w h e a t  

a v e r a g in g  a r o u n d  o n  a l l s id e s  o f  4 0  b u s h e l s  a n  a c r e , o a t s  7 5  t o  1 0 0  b u s h e l s , a n d  b a r l e y  

5 0  b u s h e ls  a n  a c r e ; w h i ls t c a b b a g e , p o ta to e s a n d  o th e r  g a r d e n  p r o d u c t s a r e  s im p ly  

im m e n s e , p o ta to e s  y ie ld in g  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  7  h i l l s  t o  t h e  b u s h e l , a n d  o h  ! w h a t b e a u t i e s  • 

t h e y  w o u ld  p u t  I r e l a n d  t o  t h e  b lu s h .

W o o d  h e r e , f o r  f u e l , i s  v e r y  p le n t i f u l  a n d  c h e a p ; w e  a r e  n o w  g e t t in g  a l l w e n e e d  

f o r  t h e  t a k in g .

T h o u g h  t h e  c r o p s g r o w n  h e r e  a r e  s u r p a s s in g ly  e x c e l l e n t ,  y e t , j u d g in g  f r o m  t h e  

n u m b e r  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  h o r s e s , c a t t l e  a n d  s h e e p  w e  s e e  a r o u n d  u s , w e  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  

t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t t h i s i s  t h e  stockman's paradise, h e r e  b e in g  f o u n d  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  o f  

p a s tu r a g e  a n d  m e a d o w s , t h e  b e s t  o f w a te r , a n d  n a tu r a l s h e l t e r w i th o u t l im i t  • w h i l s t  

o th e r  s h e l te r , s u c h  a s  b a r n s , s h e d s , d ie . , c a n  b e  p u t  u p  a s  c h e a p ly  a s  i n  a n y  p a r t o f t h e  

w o r ld .
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And as experienced, practical farmers, we who have made farming our life-labour 

and study, we who have owned and worked in good countries as well as bad, would say 
that we are well pleased with our new home, and to our brother farmers in other parts 
of America, those who seem to be struggling against fate, to you, we, in all sincerity, 
earnestness and truthfulness, advise you to come and cast your destinies in this most 

bountiful of bountiful countries.
Respectfully yours,

(Signed) J. B. Tr u s c o t t ,
M. Fr e e m a n ,
W. M. Sl a t t e r y ,

All of Millard, Faulk Co., S. Dakota.

To our friends in South Dakota and elsewhere.

Mb . B. C. Ta l b o t  w r it e s  :

I left Aberdeen on 4th October for the purpose of examining the agricultural 
resources of the Canadian North-west, in company with Thos. Gregg, of Clarke county. 
Next day we reached Winnipeg, a splendid city Mr. Campbell, General Immigration 
Agent, met us at the station ; showed us the agricultural exhibit, then going on. Here 
we saw the products of the country from Calgary to the Red River. The display of 
grain, roots and stock was enough to gladden the heart of any farmer. The horned 

stock were the bestlever saw  in any country. From Winnipeg I wentwest to Qu’Appelle, 
where I stopped two days, visiting friends who showed me over the beautiful Qu ’Appelle 
valley, and I wish to say that for wheat growing that valley is hard to beat. After 
parting with these kind friends we pushed west to Calgary,, a splendid growing town. 
From there we went both to the Red Deer, where we stopped two days looking over the 
country. We pronounce this a first-class stock country. From there we went to 
Edmonton. Here we looked over the country for twenty miles around, where every 
farmer told us they were more than satisfied with the country and their success—good 
soil, plenty of timber, first-class coal right on the surface, hay and grass in abundance, 
stock of all kinds rolling fat. At all the points mentioned there is plenty of free home­
stead land. Any person 18 years old can file on a quarter-section; filing fee only $10. 
Donald Ross showed us over the Edmonton district. He showed us timothy hay and 

garden stuff that excelled anything we ever saw. Stock of all kinds bring big prices 

as compared with South Dakota.
Jn conclusion, I tell my friends that I found the country much better than the 

agents at Aberdeen described it to me. That farmers desiring homes cannot do better 
than settle in the Canadian North-west for the above and other reasons too numerous 

to mention.
At Winnipeg we 

grand success.

visited friends who have farmed there 33 years, and have made a

B. C. TALBOT,
Bath, »South Dakota.

W h a t  a  St o c k m a n  s a y s  :

Ca l g a r y , A l b e r t a , 27th August, 1891.

Si r  —I came to Alberta with a band of horses in 1882 and again in 1883, and was 
so favourably impressed with it that I concluded to make my home here, and returned 
with that intention in 1886. Since then I have resided at Calgary, and, m connection 

with my business as stock dealer, am continually in the saddle and have constant oppor­
tunities of seeing the country during all seasons. And I must say that the more I see 
of it the more I am impressed with the great future it must have as a cattle, agricul­
tural and mineral country. As to my experience, I may say that I have not confined 

myself to stock alone, as I have under crop some 225 acres, principally oats, but have 
also wheat, barley, potatoes and roots, and I am pleased to be able to state that my crops
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are a splendid lot. I have oats that stand 5 feet 10 inches, and will yield on an average 
from 45 bushels to 55 bushels per acre, and much of the crop will, I believe, thresh 

o.ver 65 bushels per acre.
My brother and myself have 1,500 to 2,000 head of cattle, principally three and 

four-year-old steers, a choice herd. I find cattle do remarkably well here. We have 

about 150 head of horses, and as a horse country I believe Alberta has no equal. We have 
also from 1,000 to 2,000 sheep near Calgary, and they do very well. In fact, taken all 

round, I know of no other country which can equal the Calgary district as a grain grow­

ing, dairy farming and stock country.
ö J J W. R. HULL.

A M in n e s o t a  Ma n .

W in n ipe g , 21st November, 1891.

De a r  Sir ,—Having returned from a flying trip to the Edmonton district, whither 
I went in quest of suitable land for settlement, I desire to inform you that I found the 

district all that it was represented to me to be—a first-class country for immigration. 

Going through there I found this to be a very fine country, good rich soil, good water 
in abundance, plenty of timber for all purposes, besides the immeasurable quantity of 

coal on the Saskatchewan.
The yield of grain in the Edmonton district this season has been great, both as to 

quantity and quality. One farmer near the town threshed 12,000 bushels of grain from 

275 acres, his wheat giving over 40 bushels to the acre.
This trip so satisfied me that I intend at an early day to move my family and effects 

to Edmonton.
Yours very truly, ‘

ROBERT REID.

Ja d is  Po s t  Of f ic e , K i t t s o n  Co ., M in n .

A M ic h ig a n  De l e g a t e  s a id  :—

Having been delegated by a number of my neighbouring families in Michigan 

to inspect the western territories of Canada, I left Michigan late in August, 

arriving in Edmonton on the 11th September. From that time I remained in. 
the Edmonton district to acquaint myself as thoroughly as might be with the 

different localities. During two months I travelled a good deal in every direction from 

Edmonton, and speaking generally of that district, I may say, that for the purpose of 

mixed farming it has no superior and few equals under the sun. I visited farmers 

throughout the district, both when about winding up their harvest and when finished 
threshing. The sample of grain is excellent and the yield far exceeding the farmers 

own expectations; wheat went 40 to 50 bushels to the acre, averaging about 45 , barley 

45 to 50 ; and oats 80 to 100 bushels per acre; while vegetables and roots showed a still 

more remarkable growth. I saw a farmer digging up 100 bushels of potatoes with his 

manure fork, and so did each of his assistants, and I saw many a cabbage weighing lo 

to 20 lbs.
The soil is rich to an extraordinary degree, as above mentioned products amply 

verify. Water is plentiful and of first-class quality, small lakes being found in many 

places as well as running streams. Timber is plentiful for farm use and building pur­

poses, and besides a never-failing supply of good coal, which a farmei can. take from the 

banks of the Saskatchewan and load his wagon free of charge. All these properties 

combined make the district all that can be desired for mixed farming.
In conclusion, I may add that as soon as circumstances allow, I shall go to the 

Edmonton district to settle.
WM. H. PAIGE,

Spencer Creek, Antrim Co.,

Mich., U.S.
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Th e  Re po r t  o f  Se v e n  o t h e r  De l e g a t e s .

We visited the country north and south, east and west, of Edmonton, for miles, 
and found a country that could not be surpassed for grain-raising or mixed farming. 
There are numberless good meadows, and it would be hard to find a farm without a good 
grove of poplar, spruce or tamarack— in fact, all the wood necessary for building pur­
poses. There is an abundance of clear, fresh water in all parts, and good building lum­
ber can be bought from $15 to $18 per 1,000 feet. Finer cattle and sheep we have 

never seen. The climate is all that can be desired, as it is not nearly as cold there in 
December as it was in Dakota and Minnesota in November, when we left the Red 
River valley. Good coal can be had all along the banks of the Saskatchewan and 
Sturgeon rivers for the taking out, or can be bought at the pit for about $1.75 per ton.

We have no hesitation in advising all who wish to better their condition to come to 
the Canadian North-west.

Jo h n  J. Sc o t t , Lake City, Minnesota. 
M a r t in  N i l s o n , Bellmont, North Dakota. 

Tuos. O l iv e r  do do
A l e c k  A s h e r  do do
Ro b e r t  R i t c h ie , Carman, Minnesota.
Ja m e s  M i l l e r , Crookston do
E. C. Sm it h  do do

Th e  Re po r t  o f t h r e e g e n t l e m e n f r o m Co o pe r s t o w n , N.D., w h o  s pe n t  s e v e r a l  
WEEKS INSPECTING THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEST :

On arriving at Winnipeg we found a beautiful city of 27,000 inhabitants, with 
large solid buildings, which not only goes to show the enterprise of the people, but also 
that they have every faith in the country that backs it.

We then, proceeded to Portage la Prairie, where we found a large stretch of land in 
the vicinity, which cannot be surpassed for grain-growing on this continent. We also 
found a good farming country extending as far west as Broadview, which was as far 
west as daylight would permit our seeing the country. We then proceeded to Regina, 
the capital of the Great North-west Territories, and here we found a good agricultural 
country for miles around. We also noticed the fine substantial brick buildings in. this 
town, which shows that enterprising business men have faith in the town as well as the 
surrounding country.

From here we took the “ Regina and Long Lake Railway ” to Prince Albert, and 
after reaching Saskatoon, and from thei’e north to Prince Albert, we found a country 
that cannot be excelled for mixed farming. You can scarcely find, a section without 
lots of hay, timber, fresh water and arable land; we were told that that same stretch 
of country extends as far west as the Rocky Mountains along the valleys of the 
Saskatchewan.

We next proceeded to Calgary; there we found a beautiful town, 3,500 of a 
population, with buildings that would be a credit to a town three times its population, 
with a fine country surrounding it. Proceeding northward on the “Calgary and 
Edmonton ” road, we also found a country that is hard to beat. Prairie dotted with 
groves of spruce, poplar and pine, also numerous small lakes and creeks of fresh water; 
a park like country in its appearance. The soil is from one to four and a half feet in 
depth of black loam with a heavy subsoil— in fact, we think this and the Prince Albert 
district the garden of the North-west.

We wish to express our appreciation of the kindness and attention shown us dur­

ing our five days visit to Prince Albert, where we were well received and given, every 
facility to inspect the outlying districts.

F. B. K in g ,

J. H. M c Do n a l d ,
A. T. Bo w d e n ,

Cooperstown, Griggs Co., North Dakota.
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FROM BRULE COUNTY.

A BRULE COUNTY FARMER ADDS SOMETHING TO THE PRAISE OF THE NORTH-WEST—HE IS 

SATISFIED THAT THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEST IS A GOOD PLACE FOR A HOME----ONE

YOUNG MAN’S SUCCESS IN FARMING IN THAT COUNTRY.

Ge n t l e me n ,—Being on my way from the South Dakota colony, Assiniboia, Canada, 
I just dropped off here to tell you—as you know I went from Brule county last spring 
—I found the country much better than you represented it to me. I have taken up a 
quarter-section near Sheho Lake, where I have plenty of timber for all purposes; plenty 
of water, splendid grass and hay to no end. I have built a good log house and have 
everything ready to move in next spring. I am now on my way to Bru e county to 
get my stock and what things I have there ready to go up in early spring. A car from 
Aberdeen to Yorkton will cost me $78; but stock is so much higher in. Manitoba than 
South Pakota that the difference will more than pay the cost of transportation. Cows 
in Assiniboia are worth $30 to $10 ; all other stock in proportion. On. my claim there 
are forty acres of nice bush; the soil is as good as is to be found anywhere, and this is 
proved by the enormous growth of oats, barley and roots grown on breaking in the 
colony this year. Next summer, I believe, a railroid will run through the colony to 
Prince Albert. The settlers will then have a railway at their doors. I tell all my 
friends in Brule county that I have settled there, believing it to be just the place to 
make a good home. Mixed farming pays splendidly, and as a stock country I never 
saw the equal; hundreds of steers sold this fall right off the grass for four cents on. the 
hoof. Next summer there will be lots of work on the building of the railway. Every­
body I met there seemed contented. Money was plenty, and there are no two per cent 
a month fiends there. Taxes are very low, and money only eight per cent per annum— 
no bonus.

Yours truly,
FRED. MOHR.

Ch a mb e r l a in , Br u l e  Co u n t y , S.D.

Wh a t  t w o  w e l l -k n o w n  So u t h Da k o t a  Fa r m e r s s a w  in  t h e Ca n a d ia n  No r t h -w e s t .

To our Friends and Neighbours of Brown County :

We left Aberdeen, S.D., 9th September for the purpose of examining the agricul­
tural resources of the Canadian North-west.

After crossing the boundary we saw magnificent crops of all kinds, all the way to 
Winnipeg. We found Winnipeg the most substantial city of its size we ever saw. 
Between Winnipeg and Yorkton, a distance of 279 miles, we saw the finest crops that 
we ever saw in our lives—oats, wheat and barley. Vegetables and small fruits of all 
descriptions. From Yorkton we drove into the South Dakota colony, a distance of 45 
miles. We examined this country carefully, and found it a very fine grain and stock 
country, and plenty of wood, water, hay and grass. We met the greater number of the 
South Dakota colonists, and failed to find a single one dissatisfied. We returned from 
there to Portage, and from there we went west to Regina, passing immense fields of 
wheat along the route, with evidences of prosperous farmers on all sides. We spent two 
days in the Regina district, and pronounce it a first-class soil for agricultural purposes. 
Saw some of the finest cattle and sheep that .we ever saw. lhree-year-old heifers that 
would weigh 1,300 to 1,400 pounds, selling for $32.00 each. From here we went to 
Prince Albert, a distance of 247 miles, a prosperous town of 1,100 inhabitants, contain­
ing saw-mills, grist-mills, schools, churches and steam-boat landing.

From this place we drove sixty miles south-east in Carrot River settlementfound 
everybody prosperous and hard at work securing their immense crop of grain. Mr. 
Beattie stated that he helped Mr. Cameron, one or his neighbours, thresh 517 bushels of 
oats from six acres, and from thirty-three loads of sheaves he threshed 900 bushels of 
wheat.
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We found the farmers all prosperous ; thoroughly satisfied with their prospects. 

The people we met all looked the picture of health, and all well clad.
We enquired particularly about chattel mortgages, and we found it difficult to make 

the farmers understand what they were, but when, we told them how universal they 
were in South Dakota, and that the usual rate of interest is twenty-four to thirty-six 
per cent, they looked astonished, and asked us why we stayed in such a country, and 
under such a condition of things. Our answer was that we would get out just as soon 
as we could complete arrangements.

In conclusion—we spent three weeks looking over this beautiful country, and 
found it satisfactory in every respect, and found it much better than we expected from 
the description given by the agents. We desire to say to our friends and neighbours 
in South Dakota who are not satisfied with their success here, that they can make a 
success there, with a little means and their own labour.

GEO. WENTWORTH,
F. G. WENTWORTH. 

28th September, 1891.

A Pl a in  St a t e m e n t .

I came from Port Hope (Ontario) and settled on Sheep Creek, in Alberta, 20th 
July, 1883. When I landed all I had was $70. I paid $32 to have four acres broken. 
This I sowed in. 1884, and threshed 225 bushels, part of iny crop being spoiled.

In 1885, 
1886

I sowed 14, and threshed 500
1,500

bushels, 
dodo 22 do

1887 do 28 do 1,800 do
1888 do 40 do 2,000 do
1889 do 45 do 2,800 do
1890 do 100 do 2,000 (drought).

1891 do 200 do 7,065 bushels.
I own 960 acres of land, all of which is fenced. I own 76 head of cattle and 14 

horses, 1 binder, 2 mowers, and implements needed for cultivation of my land, and 
work 5 teams. I estimate the value of my estate as follows :—

960 acres fenced at $10  $9,600 00
76 cattle  2,000 00
14 horses  2,000 00
Implements  1,000 00

$14,600 00

27th January, 1892. JOSEPH BRICE.

THEY LIKE THE COUNTRY.

A Tr ip t h r o u g h  We s t e r n  Ca n a d a  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  Po r t a g e Co u n t y  m e n .

St e v e n s Po in t , W is ., 5th December, 1892.

J. W. Mo n t a g u e , Esq.,
Colonization Agent.

De a r  Sir ,—We, the undersigned, have much pleasure in handing you the following 
brief report of our late trip through Western Canada and the valley of the great Sas­
katchewan River. We left Stevens Point on 10th November, 1892, by Wisconsin Central 
Railroad, and arrived in Prince Albert by Canadian Pacific train on Saturday night, 
12th November. Mr. R. H. Mair, local immigration agent, met us at the depot and 
escorted us to oui' hotel, where we enjoyed a quiet rest after our long and weary journey
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of over 1,200 miles. Sunday, 13th November, we attended church and passed a very- 
enjoyable day. Monday, 14th November, we were unable to cross the Saskatchewan, 
river on account of some drifting ice that had broken loose from the shores and was on 
its way down stream, but on Tuesday we crossed the river in a small row-boat, the pro­
pelling power of which was two stalwart half-breeds, who thoroughly understand hand­
ling a boat. After crossing, Mr. Mair furnished us with transport teams and we started 
for the Shell River district, which id 25 miles west of Prince Albert. Along the first 10 
miles of the road the country is rough and broken, but fairly well wooded with poplar, 
spruce and jack pine of fair size. For the second ten miles the land is of first-class qual­
ity, but thickly covered with small poplar and large gray or diamond willow, some of 
which would make excellent firewood, among which there are a number of small lakes 
and fine hay meadows, which are covered with a luxuriant growth of wild hay from two 
to five feet in height. What is known as the Shell River district is a fine belt of splendid 
land which lies between the so-called Shell and Saskatchewan rivers. The land in this 
district is of first-class quality ; the surface is a rich, moist, black alluvian soil, fully 18 
inches in depth, which is underlain with a fine marly clay subsoil. There is no stone, 
and the land is very easily broken. The entire district has a beautiful rolling surface. 
The water is of first-class quality, of which there is an abundant supply. There is also 
an abundant supply of firewood, while good building timber can be found handy by. 
While here our small party of five located sixteen homesteads for ourselves and friends, 
of 160 acres each, making a sum total of 2,560 acres, and we did not locate a single farm 
that does not contain, wood, water and first-class land, while most of them have from 10 
to 40 acres of splendid hay meadow on them. There are also a number of fine small 
lakes in. the district. There are a number of settlers already in the district, that came 
in. last spring, and while here we saw some splendid samples of grain, and vegetables 
which they had raised on this year’s breaking. When, leaving this district, on 20th 
November, all the farmers’ cattle were still running on the prairie, picking their own 
living, and all we saw was in extra condition, and the farmers here tell us that they 
never think of feeding stock after the 1st of April. All markets are good for a new 
country, and we are satisfied that Western. Canada is one of the finest mixed farming 
countries in the world, and we will move on to our new farms as soon as we can arrange 
our business so as to enable us to do so, and we would advise all farmers who are dis­
satisfied with their present surroundings, or looking for free farms for their children, to 
go and see Western Canada before they choose land elsewhere, and we are satisfied that 
they will never be sorry for their trip. Any man who is willing to work can soon 
make himself and family a good home on one of those free farms. There is also any 
amount of splendid railroad land for sale at reasonable prices and very easy terms—in 
close proximity to railroads. The people in Prince Albert district are all law-abiding 
citizens. The population of the city is probably 2,000. They have a fine brick jail, 
but not a single prisoner during our visit to the city.

We cannot close this report without thanking you for your kindness to us during 
our trip ; also Mr. R. H. Mair and the Canadian Pacific Railroad people ; and we all 
join in saying that everything you had previously told us we found to be correct, and 
we have no hesitation in saying that we think Western Canada is fully a better mixed 
farming country than you have represented it to be.

We are, dear sir, yours truly,

An t o n  Gr e e n , 

An t o n  Pr a in , 

Da n ie l  Wo l o s ik , 

Of Keene, Wis.
G. A. Go e b e l l , 

St e ph e n  Ha y n e r , 

Of Stevens Point, Wis.
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Ma in e  a n d  N e w  Ha m ps h ir e  m e n  in  A l b e r t a .

Mr, E. G. W is w e l l .

Ca l g a r y , A l b e r t a , May 5th, 1893.

De a r  Si r ,— In answer to your enquiry in regard to our impressions of this country, 

we would say that it cannot be beaten for stock-raising and mixed farming; it is so vast 
that no man can grasp its possibilities.

To know and appreciate this part of the continent a man must come and see it.

Although this spring has been later than usual, yet we saw some seeding being 
done on. April 24th, and also saw some wheat growing in the fields on May 1st.

The cattle and horses that had ranged all winter without feed or shelter, except 
what they could pick up, looked remarkably well.

We would advise young men or married men with some means to secure a free 
grant of 160 acres and begin life again in a country where nature has been so lavish of 
good things.

We beg to testify to your uniform kindness and attention during our trip from  

Maine and New Hampshire to the Canadian. North-west, and to wish you every success.

Respectfully yours,

A. J. M c Mu l l e n , 

O l iv e r  La m b e r t , 

F r a n k  Ho d g e , 

A l b e r t  J. G r a pe s , 

W m . J. Ba il e y .

A Le t t e r  f r o m M r . La v a l l e e , o f  G l e n c o e , M in n .

G l e n c o e , M c Le o d  Co ., M in n ., May 4th, 1893. 

T. G. Pe a r c e , Duluth.

De a r  Sie ,—As I promised, I write to tell you what we thought of Northern 
Alberta after our trip.

We had no idea it was such a fine country, and we think that it has almost every­

thing in itself that is needed to make a good farming country; the soil is deep and rich, 

hay plentiful, timber for fuel, building and fencing growing here and there in every 

direction, plenty of coal for those who prefer to burn it, and a pleasant healthy climate.

The sample of wheat which I have from Mr. Walker’s farm, on the Beaver Hills, is 
admitted by good judges here to be superior to any raised in Minnesota last year.

While in Alberta I saw cattle which had been wintered in open sheds, and they 

looked in better condition than our Minnesota grain-fed cattle which had been stabled 
all winter.

Many of my neighbours are talking about going to see the prairies of Alberta. 
Thanking you for having made our trip so agreeable to us.

Yours truly,

O. N. LAV  ALLEE.

P.S.—I forgot to mention that I bought a half-section of land, and my cousin 
entered for a homestead for himself and two of his friends.
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NEBRASKANS PLEASED.

[W in n ipe g  F r e e  P r e s s , Oc t . 2n d , 1892.]

An Address from the Delegates to Agent IL II. Smith.

H. H. Smith, agent for the Dominion immigration matters in Nebraska, for some 

time past, was presented yesterday with the following address by the visiting Nebraska 

delegates before their departure for the south :—

H. H. Sm it h , Esq., •

Immigration Agent for Nebraska.

De a r  S i r ,—We, the undersigned delegates from Nebraska, having come up under 

your charge, desire to say a few words, now that we are returning, in. regard to our trip  

to Edmonton. By close examination, we find that it is all that a farmer could wish for. 

Plenty of wood, coal, first-class land and plenty of good water. As for a stock country 

it can ’t be beat. In. fact, for a mixed farming country Northern Alberta has no equal. 

The specimens of wheat, barley and oats and all kinds of cereals we have seen are beyond 

our expectations. To persons living so far south as we do, it is hard to believe that the 

chief nourishments of life seem to grow to perfection so far north as we have been. 

We desire to express our thanks to the Government of Canada for the kind treatment 

we have received through its officials, especially from yourself, who by your untiring 

exertions, both by night and day, and your tact and zeal have, and are inducing by your 

thorough knowledge of Western Canada, so many old Canadians and  others to come back 

to Canada. As a delegation, we did not all expect to take land this trip, but we are all 

so well satisfied with the country that we intend to sell out as soon, as possible in 

Nebraska and make Canada our future home. Although Mr. John Samis and C. 

McLauglen, being on our delegation, are not here to sign their names, the fact of them  

having taken up land speaks for itself.

Ge o . H. H a n k s , Creighton, Nebraska. 

Jo h n  F. Ho w s e , Creighton, Nebraska. 

E. B r a n d e n b u r g , Creighton, Nebraska. 

H e n r y  O l s o n , Creighton, Nebraska. 

O. Spe a r s t e d d , Winnetoon, Nebraska. 

A. F. B l a n c h a r d , Neligh, Nebraska. 

W m . Ro b in s o n , Millerboro, Nebraska. 

J. M. H a r t , Millerboro, Nebraska. 

R. P. Jo h n s o n , Neligh, Nebraska. 

C. H. Ho o pe r , Schuyler, Nebraska. 

Ro b e r t  Sm it h , Schuyler, Nebraska. 

A. J. W r ig h t , Schuyler, Nebraska. 

Pa t r ic k  Do y l e , Schuyler, Nebraska. 

Ro b e r t  B r o w n , Schuyler, Nebraska. 

W m . Pe t e r s o n , Pilgar, Nebraska.

O. F. B r a d e e n , Page, Nebraska.
J. R. W i l l ia m s , Schuyler, Nebraska.

W h a t  N e w  En g l a n d  m e n  s a y  a b o u t  i t .

On the next day we started out in company with Mr. R. H. Mair, the Govern­

ment agent at Prince Albert, to inspect the Carrot River and Stoney Creek districts, 

and we honestly believe that we are not exaggerating when we say that this is without 

doubt one of the finest, if net the finest country on the continent of America, as all the
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requisites for successful fanning are found here in great abundance and of a veiy fine 

class; the water is first-class and there is just enough timber for building purposes and 

fuel, without it being in the way for farming operations.
In conclusion, we wish to state, that the best evidence we can. give of our entire 

satisfaction with the country is this, that as soon as we possibly can, we are going to 
sell out our property in the State of Maine and move to the great Canadian. North-west, 

where we intend to take up land and make our future home, and our advice to every 
m in. is : “ Go and do likewise.”

A. H. Pr ic e , North Fryeburg, Maine.

F. A. Ru s s e l l , Andover, Maine.

We have had» the pleasure of seeing that country and would advise those seeking 

homes to go and see for themselves. Any information, we can give, will be cheerfully 
given.

J. V. Spo o n e r , Bakersfield, Vt.

Jo h n  Lu m  b r o , Belvedere, Vt.
C. H. Bu r t , Enosburgh Falls, Vt.

B. C. Ga l l u p , Sheldon, Vt.
A. W. Go f f , Richford, Vt.

Wm . A. Po l l a r d , Westford, Vt.

We, the undersigned, after having visited the leading points in the Canadian 

North-west, where we made a careful study of the soil and climate and the condition of 

the people now settled there, are glad to say that the reports which we have read from 

time to time in. the literature sent out by the Canadian Government did not in the least 

exaggerate the resources of tho country. We are satisfied that the inducements held 

out, whereby the man with small means can secure for himself and family a good home, 

are not offered anywhere else on the continent, and can conscientiously advise any of 

our friends who are not satisfied with their present condition, to locate in the North­
west Territories of Canada.

Ge o r g e  To m l in s o n , Manville, R.I.

S. R. Re id , Auburn, Main«.

L. D. Le w is , Worcester, Mass.

T. B. Se e k in s , Pittsfield, Maine.
F. Pe l t ie r , jr., Lewiston, Maine.

Ja s . Cr a ig , Dover, N.H.

Ax En g l is h m a n ’s Opin io n .

Ch u r c h b r id g e , As s a ., May 26th, 1892.

I came to this country five years ago this spring. I have 43 acres in crop, viz.:—19 

acres of wheat, 16 acres of oats, and 8 acres of barley, besides half an. acre of potatoes. 

The soil is good and the country around here is well adapted for mixed farming. Dry- 

firewood is becoming rather scarce but still plenty of green wood is left. I struck good 

water at a depth of 20 feet in 1887 and have had a plentiful supply ever since. The 

winter here is very cold at times, but on the whole I think the climate preferable to the 

English, for though we have some more severe weather we have a great deal much 

better. As to future prospects, I have no fear but that I can make a good living by 

farming out here, and have no desire to return to the Old Country to farm there as I 

consider I can do better here.

In proof that this is my candid opinion. I have written to two of my brothers 

advising them to give up their farms in. England and come out here and take up land 

near me.
HENRY ROBERTS.
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Mr. F. W. Wright of Astwood Farm, Saltcoats, Assa., says in a letter :—

“ The land is excellent, being a deep black soil with gravel subsoil. I am sur­
rounded by plenty of wood and have found excellent water at 16 feet; I am highly 
pleased with the climate, myself and family never having been in. better health, the air 
being so dry and pure. I feel quite sure if a man coming to this country with a little 
capital and going in specially for cattle-raising, for there is no better grazing land any­
where, he would get on. well; but, Sir, clerks and many others afraid of work should not 
think of coming here.”

Th e  Ci t y  Cl e r k  o f  Pa l o u s e h a s b e e n  t h e r e .

Pa l o u s e , .Wa s h ., January 18th, 1893.

T. G. Pe a r c e , Esq., Dominion Immigration Agent.

De a r  Sir ,—As an agent of the Dominion Government, it may interest you to know 
that I have visited the North-west portion of Canada for the purpose of investigating 
its resources and future prospects for agricultural and mineral developments, and I think 
I am fully warranted in saying that I was confronted by the most beautiful and appar­
ently the best country for agricultural pursuits of any part of North America. The 
soil I think is of the richest character, durable and productive. Its prospects for min­
eral developments are extremely good. In regard to the general government of the 
Dominion of Canada, I could find no reason to complain.; in fact, in. my opinion, I fully 
believe that the Dominion regulations for the settler are far better than those of the 
United States. Your land laws are much more protective to the bona fide settler than 
are our own.

In conclusion, I will say that, considering all things necessary for a home, I know 
of no country where there are such inducements offered to the settler as those set forth 

in Alberta, Canada.
Respectfully yours,

B. F. SHIELDS, City Clerk.

Th e  t e s t im o n y  o f  M r . Jo h n  Cr ib b in s .

Bu r t , M ic h ., January 7th, 1893.

To Ja m e s  An d e r s o n , Chesaning, Mich.

De a r  Sir ,—I am home on a visit, and I have no doubt but that you would like to 
know my idea of the Canadian North-west. Aftei' leaving you at Oak Lake, C. P. R., 
I went to work and threshed grain to the end of November, at $2 per day. W e 
threshed 54,500 bushels of grain, during that time the crop averaged about 20 bushels 

per acre in that district.
Since I have personally seen the grain on the field, and the threshing of the same, 

I am more than satisfied that I have a homestead in that country. In my opinion, it is 
the home for the poor man, and nothing else can be expected from a country that has 
good soil, water and plenty of wood. I would advise all young men wishing to procure 
a free farm of 160 acres, to go to that country and examine it for themselves. The 
country cannot be too highly recommended. I have been interviewed by several young 
men in this district, and have told them to go with you next spring, and I have no 

doubt but that many will leave for there.
Yours truly,

JOHN CRIBBINS,
Burt P. 0., Saginaw Co., Mich.
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A Sw e d e  w h o  h a s  t r ie d  b o t h  c o u n t r ie s .

I , Andrew Ekman, hereby state that I am a Swede by birth. I came out to Min­
nesota in 1881. I lived in that State for six years. I moved from there with my 
family in 1888. I passed through Dakota looking up a place to locate. I did not find 
a convenient properous place where I could make a start with my family. When. I 
reached the Canadian North-west I had no money to start in farming.

I took up a homestead about four miles from Fleming station, and have remained 
thereon with my family since October, 1889, permanently. I am now entitled to and 
am getting my patent for 160 acres of land. One of my sons has also a homestead 
entry for 160 acres of land. I have a good comfortable house for my family worth over 
$350, stabling for my stock, consisting of nine head of cattle and three horses. I have 
also a granary and a well with an abundant supply of water. I have 90 acres ready to 

seed for next spring of 1893.
2 had a fair crop of wheat last year (1892) although it was a dry season. The 

potato crop was good.
3 consider my prospects are good and I am pleased I came to the Canadian North­

west. It is a far better country than Minnesota, especially for a poor man. A man 

who is industrious will succeed well here.
As for Dakota, what I have seen of it, I prefer Manitoba.
With my stock and land in cultivation I am now in a fair way of succeeding.
Farmers with small capital have still a better chance of succeeding if they are 

industrious and will economize during the first few years.
4 have property worth over $2,000, clear of all debts.
There are five other Swedes near me doing as well and as well contented as myself.

ANDREW EKMAN.

F l e m in g , As s in ib o ia , January 21st, 1893.

(From the Creighton, Neb., News.)

The following letter from Mr. Monroe, an old resident of Antelope county, 
speaks for itself :—

Ag r ic o l a , A l b e r t a , Ca n a d a , 14th February, 1893.

De a r  Sir ,—I have been intending to write to you ever since I came here, but kept 
putting it off from time to time; now I will try and tell you all I know about this coun­
try. As you have been here during the summer, you know what it looks like. I pre­
sume you saw it when, it was looking its best. I arrived here about the middle of 
September last and helped a while in harvest and threshing, so that I have seen what 
the yield of grain is like. I have helped harvest some of the finest wheat, oats and 
barley that I ever saw, and also some that was poor, also some that was nipped by the 
frost; but grain that was sown early escaped the frost all right. Some wheat went as 
high as 40 bushels per acre, but the general average was nearer 25 bushel , I think. I 
looked the country over pretty well before I located. I took a trip around by Beaver 
Lake and from thence south to the Hay Lake country and back to Edmonton. I am 
very favourably impressed with the country, and from what I have seen I am convinced 
that all that is necessary to make this a good, prosperous country is to get it settled by 
the right class of people. We have all the natural advantages, good soil, good climate, 
but the growing season rather short, but the quickness of the growth makes up for the 
shortness of the season : good water and plenty of fuel. While I think this a good 
country, it is no Garden of Eden; people coming here must not expect too much, but 
those who will come with some means to make a start and who are willing to work hard 
and put up with the inconveniences always met with in a new country, can make a good 
home for themselves and be well rewarded for their trouble. I saw Mr. Owens only 
once since he came. I have settled in the Beaver Hills, about 24 miles north-east from
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Edmonton. The number of my land is sect. 34, tp. 53, r. 21 ; if you have a map you 
can see how far I am from your section. I have built a log house on. my place, but no 
stable yet, as I have no stock. I am not staying at home much. If Robert comes, he will 
bt? welcome to live in the house. I think, however, they would be foolish to come before 
spring or 15th March, as they could not do much, and they would have to pay high for 
1:ay, $5 a ton, and some at least would have to rent houses to live in Mid I notice that 
rent in Edmonton is very high, in fact newcomers will have to pay high for everything, 
potatoes are going to be high and scarce in the spring. Settlers should bring some with 
them when possible, also their hens as it is almost impossible to buy hens here. The 
greater part of the winter has been very fine, but we had three or four weeks of very 
cold weather, but not stormy. I have not seen a severe snow storm this winter though 
we have two feet of snow, it fell a few inches at a time. There is very little wind but 
it freezes intensely hard, but upon the whole I would rather winter here than, in Neb­
raska. I will close this ; if there is any information I can give you or anything I can. do 
for you, let me know. Will be glad to hear from you soon. My respects to Mrs. Swan.

I remain your friend,

ALLEN MONROE.

(From the Richford, Vt., Gazette, of 2nd December, 1892.)

A Pr o d u c t iv e  Tw o  Ac r e s .

Mr. B. C. Gallup of North Sheldon was one of the party who accompanied the 
party last summer from this section to the Canadian North-west. During his stay in 
Winnipeg Mr. Gallup visited a nephew—H. A. Chadwick—who keeps a hotel at Silver 
Heights, about five miles from Winnipeg, and on his return, home told such marvellous 
stories of the productiveness of the soil there that Mr. D. J. Waggoner, who was in 
charge of the party, wrote Mr. Chadwick for full particulars, which are given in the 
following letter, under the date of Nov. 24.

Mr. Wa g g o n e r  :—

“ De a r  Sir ,—Your letter to hand. I would say in reply that I had a field of about 
two acres in it that the corn gi-ew on, so will tell you what I raised on this field. I 
sold my corn to market gardeners at 8c. per dozen, and they sold it in the city for green, 
corn. I sold $133 worth, and we used all we wanted in my own hotel, and I now have 
about 25 baskets on hand. I sold 65 bushels of onions at $1.25 per bushel; 20 bushels 
of pai-snips at $1 per bushel; two hundred bushels of potatoes, which are worth 35 
cents per bushel here now; 10 bushels of turnips; and I sold $27 worth of pumpkinsand 
Hubbard squashes besides a lot that I fed to pigs. So think this crop paid me very 
well. We can beat the world on raising onions or any root crop. I had as fine 
a crop of tomatoes this year as I ever saw anywhere. Had 50 pails of red currants in 
my garden, this year, and they sold readily at $1 per pail. I also raised plenty of plums 
and gooseberries. It is only a matter of a few years when there will be plenty of apples 

grown.”

Yours truly,

H. A. CHADWICK.
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(From the Alpena, Mich., Pioneer.)

THE CANADIAN NORTH-WEST.

A LETTER FROM A PRESQUE ISLE COUNTY FARMER WHO HAS BEEN THERE.

On a w a y , Jan. 19, 1893.

De a r  Si r ,—I have been to the Alberta district, N.W.T., and have looked over the 
country from Olds to Edmonton, and am just in love with that country. I examined 
every feature of the country pertaining to mixed farming, and believe it to be unsur­
passed. I have located near Wetaskiwin, three quarter-sections, one for myself and 
each of my boys, and have locations for some of my neighbours on homestead and C.P. 
R.R. lands. I will buy one quarter section of C.P.R.R. lands when I get there if 
possible.

When I arrived home I found all well, and have had plenty of callers. I did not 
think there were so many of my neighbors that were waiting for me to come back to 
hear about that country. There were five men. here this afternoon that live about ten 
miles away, and when I told them about the country they all said they wore going out 
in the spring, and wanted me to get full particulars concerning rates for passengers, and 
what a car would cost from Cheboygan. One man has five boys old enough to take 
land, and several other neighbours say they are going out in the spring. I expect to 
make entry for land for some of my neighbors if the land is not taken before our appli­
cation is in.

It is just wonderful, the families that are coming to that country. We have made 
up our minds to go, whether we sell or not, and will take all the stock we are allowed 
to take in one car.

I believe I now know more .about the advantages and features of that country than 
many who have Jived there for a year or more. I will write to you later.

N. NEWSTED,

Onaway, Presque Isle Co., Mich.

A Fr e n c h -Ca n a d ia n w h o h a s t r ie d t h e St a t e s  a n d  f in d s  W e s t e r n  Ca n a d a  a  
BETTER COUNTRY.

Oa k  La k e , Ma n ., Dec. 30th, 1892.

I, Eugéne Benoit, of section 10-8-24, west 1st meridian, county of Dennis, Province 
of Manitoba, state, that I came here from the Province of Quebec in 1889, 
(County of Drummond). I had lived in the State of Vermont, U.S. I had about $800 
of a capital. I had a family. I took up a homeste id and bought another 160 acres of 
land near by. I have a good claim for stock-raising, and a good quarter-section for 
wheat-raiding. I have 100 acres in cultivation now, and a comfortable house. I have 
i head of cattle and 5 horses j all the farm machinery, plough, harrows, binder, seeder, 
wagons, &c., also a steam thresher.

I am satisfied with the locality and the change from the. State of Vermont. The 
prospects here are better.

EUGÉNE BENOIT.

N.B.—It is learned on good authority that this settler is worth over $2,500 now.
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(From the “Quill" Schuyler, Neb., 29 th March, 1893.)

H O  ! F O R  A L B E R T A  !

C O L I 'A X  C O U N T Y S  D E L E G A T I O N  L E A V E S  F O K  T H E I R  N O R T H E R N  H O M E  W I T H  G O O D  W I S H E S ,  

A L T H O U G H  S O R R O W F U L  F R I E N D S  S H E D  T E A R S  A T  P A R T I N G .

T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a t 1 0 . 3 0  o  c l o c k ,  t h e  f r e i g h t c a r s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  A l b e r t a  

d e l e g a t i o n .  s  e f f e c t s  w a s  p u l l e d  o u t ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  s t a r t i n g . T h e r e  w e r e  e i g h t  c a r  

l o a d s  f r o m  S c h u y l e r ,  f i v e  f r o m  L e i g h ,  a n d  s i x  f r o m  R o g e r s  j o i n e d  i n  o n e  t r a i n  t o  h a u l  

t h e  g o o d s  t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  b e i n g  a t  O l d s , A l b e r t a  t e r r i t o r y .

O f  t h e  e i g h t  c a i ’ l o a d s  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  l i s t  o f  o w n e r s ,  g o o d s ,  a n d  

p e r s o n s  i n  c h a r g e  : —

E d .  B a r n e s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  W i l l i a m  R a t h b u n . H e  h a d  7  h o r s e s , 6  p i g s , 1 3  

d o z e n  c h i c k e n s , 1 6  d u c k s ,  4  t u r k e y s ,  2  d o g s , a n d  h i s  g r a i n ,  h a y ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  a n d  

m a c h i n e r y .

J '  s e p h  E d m i s o n ’ s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  A .  C . J u d d  a n d  N e l s  P e t e r s e n . E d m i s o n  

h a d  4  h o r s e s , J u d d  2 , a n d  P e t e r s e n . 2 . T h e r e  w a s  g r a i n , h a y , h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  

m a c h i n e r y ,  e t c . , i n .

R o b e r t  S m i t h ’ s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  s o n  D a n . H e  h a d  8  h o r s e s ,  2  d o z e n  

c h i c k e n s ,  s o m e  d u c k s  a n d  t u r k e y s ,  f a r m i n g  i m p l e m e n t s ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  g r a i n ,  a n d  f e e d .

R o d e r i c k  M c R a e ’ s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  s o n  D a n ,  a n d  5  h o r s e s , 1  h o g ,  a  f e w  

c h i c k e n s ,  h a y ,  g r a i n ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  a n d  f a r m i n g  i m p l e m e n t s  f i l l e d ' t h e  s p a c e . M r .  

M c R a e  a n d  f a m i l y  w i l l  g o  i n  a b o u t  a  m o n t h ,  a s  h i s  w i f e ’ s  h e a l t h  i s  p o o r  a t p r e s e n t  a n d  

t r a v e l l i n g  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .

I h o m a s  P r e s t o n ’ s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  A l .  L a w r e n c e . I t  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r a i n ,  h a y ,  

h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  f a r m i n g  i m p l e m e n t s ,  a  h a y  p r e s s , 5 h o r s e s , 2  h o g s ,  a n d  s o m e  s m a l l e r  

a r t i c l e s . H a y  p r e s s i n g  w i l l  L e  a  n e w  i n d u s t r y ,  w e  s u p p o s e .

J o h n  M c I n t o s h ’ s  c a r  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  N e l s  O l s e n , w h o  h a d  h i s  t e a m  a n d  w a g o n  

i n . M c I n t o s h  h a d  1 4  h o r s e s  i n  a l l  ( h a v i n g  s o m e  i n  a n o t h e r  c a r ) ,  t w o  p i g s , s o m e  d u c k s ,  

g r a i n ,  h a y ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s .

A l .  W i l l  a n d  E l l s w o r t h  L a w r e n c e  h a d  t w o  c a r s , a n d  w h i l e  A l .  w e n t  w i t h  P r e s t o n ’ s  

c a r ,  W i l l  a n d  E l l s w o r t h  t o o k  c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  t w o . T h e y  h a d  i n  a l l 1 6  h o r s e s ,  s o m e  

c h i c k e n s ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  m a c h i n e r y ,  g r a i n ,  h a y ,  e t c .

I t  w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  n o  c a t t l e  w e r e  t a k e n . T h i s  w a s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

q u a r a n t i n e . C a t t l e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  l i n e  f o r  n i n e t y  d a y s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p r e c a u t i o n  

u s e d  a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e . S o m e  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  c a t t l e  d r i v e n  u p  l a t e r  o n , w h i l e  o t h e r s  w i l l  

b u y  i n .  M a n i t o b a  a n d  s h i p  f r o m  t h e r e . T h e  c a r s  w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  M a n i t o b a  a b o u t  a s  s o o n  

a s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  w h o  l e f t  o n  T u e s d a y  a t  1 . 3 0  o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .

A t  L e i g h ,  H .  P .  M o o r e  h a d  t w o  c a r l o a d s ,  R .  D .  M c K e e  t w o ,  a n d  W .  P .  C o r n w e l l  o n e .

A t R o g e r s , C . M c L a u g h l i n , G e o r g e  G r o a t , J o h n  S a m i s , J a m e s  S a m i s , J a n i e s  

C o v e n t r y  a n d  M r .  H i l b e r t  w e r e  t h e  e m i g r a n t s .

O n  T u e s d a y  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  w a s  g r e a t e r ,  a n d  w h i l e  m a n y  w a t c h e d  

t h e  f r e i g h t  p e o p l e  o f f , t h e  c r o w d  w a s  o u t o n  T u e s d a y . A  c a r  w a s  s e t  o f f  o n  t h e  s i d e  

t r a c k  a b o v e  t h e  d e p o t  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  m e n , w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n , a n d  a r o u n d  t h a t  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  h o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  g a t h e r e d  t o  b i d  g o o d - b y e . M a n y  t e a r s  w e r e  

s h e d  a s  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d ,  s o m e  t o  r e m a i n  h e r e  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e n t . O l d  n e i g h b o u r s  

s h o o k  h a n d s  a n d  s a i d  g o o d - b y e ,  a n d  m e n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  C o l f a x  c o u n t y -  

p a r t e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  n e i g h b o u r s  f o r  a  s c o r e  o f  y e a r s . G o o d  w i s h e s  w e n t  w i t h  a l l . I t  w a s  

a  s a d  s c e n e  f o r  f r i e n d s  p a r t e d ,  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  m o r e  t o  m e e t . I t  w a s a  l o n g  f a r e w e l l  

w i t h  m a n y . J o k i n g ,  t a l k i n g  a n d  l a u g h i n g  w a s  t h e  o r d e r  w i t h  m a n y ,  y e t  w i t h i n  a  h e a v y  

w e i g h t  s e e m e d  t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  t h e  f a r e w e l l  w a s  m o r e  s a d  t h a n  i t  a p p e a r e d .

A t  S c h u y l e r  t h e r e  w e r e  J o s e p h  E d m i s o n , w i f e  a n d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n , J o h n  M c I n t o s h  

w i f e  a n d  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  A l e x .  M c R a e , R o b e r t  S m i t h ,  w i f e  a n d  s i x  c h i l d r e n , E d .  B a n i e ,  

w i f e  a n d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n , M r s . R a t h b u n , T h o m a s  P r e s t o n , w i f e  a n d  f i v e  c h i l d r e n , a n d  

A .  L . R a m s e y , w i f e  a n d  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n , w h i l e  M r s .  H .  P .  M o o r e , M r s .  C o r n w e l l a n d  

c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  M r s . M c K e e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  f r o m  W i l s o n  p r e c i n c t t o  g o . A t  R o g e r s  

m o r e  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  n u m b e r .
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James Coventry and family will go soon, and goods were already shipped. John 
Lawrence left on Wednesday to join his family, who are in Iowa visiting, and meet the 
regular delegation at Winnipeg. This was the first load only, as many more will follow.

The Quill editor is, indeed, sorry to see them leave. It is just that many friends 
goinAmong these are men who have stood by and encouraged this paper from start 
till now and it follows them. Every family is to receive the Quill and we hope that it 
will be a visitor which brings good news and good cheer. They are among Colfax 
county’s very best families, honest and industrious. No dead-beats are among them. 
They leave with no debts behind and looking everybody in the face. With such people 
Alberta must prosper. We regret to see so many friends leave, but can only wish them 
well.

(Extractfrom Chicago “Times,” 3rd January, 1892.)

We reproduce the following from the Chicago “ Times” of 3rd January, 1892, at» 
emanating from so reliable an authority, it cannot fail to be of interest to the intending 
emigrants :—

“ Notwithstanding his proverbial shrewdness, the average American, is at fault 
when dealing with the resources and territorial extent of central Canada. The great 
majority of writers and speakers in the United States are prone to consider the arable 
portion of the territory a mere strip running along the international boundary line. 
Why this is it is hard to say, but partially probably because of the recent entrance, so 
to speak, of these districts into the society of civilized communities. As is well known, 
the Canadian Pacific road was not completed till 1885; hence the greater part of this 
wide region was not thoroughly accessible to explorers and settlers until that time. In 
view, then, of this prevailing ignorance, it may be interesting to cite a few facts regard­
ing the area and natural resources of this north-western portion of the continent.

“ A line running 1,000 miles from north to south, and another of equal length from 
east to west, does not reach the borders of this rolling, park-like plain, whose uniform 
adaptability to agriculture and stock-raising is now verified by experience. But we will 
not in this article go behind the points reached by the great western pioneer—the rail­
way train, and accordingly fully accessible to settlers. The district thus equipped 
embraces an area of nearly 500,000 square miles. What this area means is made plain 
by the statement that out of it might be carved no less than eight States, each the size 
of Illinois, and then a good slice to spare.

“ This continent cannot produce a soil superior in fertility to the rich black loam 
soil of Manitoba (area, 123,200 square miles), and, with local exceptions, such as morass 
or a belt of hills, the same applies to the whole territory above designated. The yield 
of wheat per acre has run from twenty to forty and forty-five bushels, of the. world- 
famous “ Manitoba hard ” wheat, while the harvest of the present year may be described 
as the crowning effort of a record-breaking soil, fifty to sixty bushels to the acre being 
recorded in many cases. This wondrous fertility, coupled with the vast extent, of 
territory equally adapted to wheat-raising, warrants authorities on wheat culture in 
prophesying that inside of fifty years central Canada will be the world’s bread-maker.

“ It will readily be understood that a soil so fertile naturally produces grasses in 
great variety and unsurpassed in quantity and quality, insuring an ever-plentiful supply 
of fodder for domestic cattle. This never-failing supply of nutritious grass, the plentiful 
supply of pure, running water, the sheltering bluffs of timber, as well as immunity from 
cyclones in summer and snowstorms in winter, combine the properties which make 
Alberta one of the finest ranching districts on the continent. Stock-raising is carried on 
with equal success in the other provinces, and Manitoba beef and dairy products have 
already an enviable reputation on the European market.”
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E x t r a c t s  f r o m L e t t e r s  b y  H o n . C . H . H a r r i s o n , e x -M a y o r  o f  C h ic a g o , t o  t h e  

C h ic a g o  “  M a i l .”

‘M anitoba is a grand province. From  the boundary, stretching north about 150  

iniles by 120 m iles east and w est, it is a splendid sm all-grain country. The land is not 

held by great individual ow ners or by syndicates, but in sm all holdings, rarely larger 

than a section, and  generally not larger than a half. The farm s are m uch better culti­

vated than in M innesota. The fields are m uch freer from  w eeds and the crops better 

than anything I saw  in the States, except a sm all section, near C rookston. I w as told  

the expectation w as an  average crop of 25 bushels to the acre. Som e fields, I thought 

in passing, w ould nearly touch 40 bushels. A t W innipeg w e boarded the C anadian  

Pacific. For a considerable distance the country is perfectly flat, but the soil of great 

depth  } ditches w ill m ake it all finely arable. From  Portage la Prairie w est, the  surface 

of the prairie is undulating, often high-rolling, and on to V irden, 109 m iles, is as beau ­

tiful prairie as one could w ish to see. N orth and south in . this belt the sam e character­

istics, I w as told  .by a w ell-inform ed gentlem an, extended from  the U nited States line  

to the northern  lim its of the province.

“  W hat cunning chaps the H udson  B ay com pany people w ere ! For long years 

they told the w orld that this w as a region only fit for fur-bearing anim als. A nd  now  

that the iron horse has snatched the reins from this great corm orant, w e find in this 

great N orth-w est a country capable of supporting m illions of happy  agricultural people. 

R ivers abound, running  in deep-cut banks, into w hich the low est and flattest land can  

be drained. W ood is not so far off that it cannot be had in sufficient quantities for 

dom estic purposes, and coal fields lie so close to the w ater-courses that it can be trans­

ported by w ater if the rail fails to do the w ork. In  the sum m er season the sun pours 

dow n a flood of heac. M y alpaca coat w as quite sufficient w hen standing on the plat­

form , and from  10 to 5. I w as constantly tem pted to unbutton m y vest. The nights 

are cool now , and, w e are told, are alw ays so. The people are thriving, and the C ana­

dian Pacific C om pany has built a road w ith w hich none  of our  transcontinental railroads  

can. com pare. It is thoroughly laid, sm ooth, and finely ballasted. The depots or sta­

tions are built w ith taste, and the bridges are erected w ith great strength. In  the far 

w est, experim ental farm s are w orked so as to give the em igrant actual know ledge of 
w hat the soil is capable of producing.

“  C attle ranches are scattered over the country. A fter leaving the w heat land, 

near V irden, I saw  far off on the prairie a lady galloping w ith long skirt on a horse  

w ith banged tail. H abitations becam e scarce and ranches few . M any lakes w ere  

passed, covered w ith geese and duck. Som etim es w e could see young broods of the  

latter, about the size of partridges, on sm all stream s not over 20 feet from  our train, 

fhe plain is now the C oteau de M issouri, but is not arid, as the sam e plain, is on the  

N orthern Pacific road. The w hole country is pleasantly green, w ith patches of tow n  
diversifying the landscape.

“ A t M edicine feat, 660 m iles w est of W innipeg, w e crossed the south fork of the  

Saskatchew an R iver. H ere, and for a long distance, it is a navigable, fine stream , som e 

400 yards w ide. A bove this place som e 50 to 100 iniles are fine  coal fields. The coal 

looked very pure, and one look assured m e it w as the best cooking coal in A m erica. 

B efore night w e should  have seen the R ockies, but did not, because of the sm oky  atm os­

phere. Sixty  m iles from their foot lies C algary, a tow n of 2,000  people, the centre of 

the great ranche district, w here ranches of m any thousand horses abound. The grazing  

country  is said to be very fine, and extends far south dow n into M ontana. The plains  

here are very fine and the bunch grass is pretty  green. It grow s good w heat but better 
grass.”

E x t r a c t  f r o m  a  L e t t e r  b y  t h e  l a t e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s u l  a t  W i n n ip e g .

To  m any  of the  farm ers living  in  the w estern  and m iddle  States, the  severe clim ate  of 

the N orth-w est, the “  cold w inters,” is a serious question. They  cannot understand  how  

a country  so far north as they seem  to think it is can be suitable for m ixed farm in
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w heat-grow ing or stock-raising . T he reports given  in  th is pam phlet of those w ho  have  

visited  the country  w ill doubtless satisfy m ost persons on th is poin t, but should there  

still be any  doubt in  the m ind  of any  w e w ould refer to  an  ab le and exhaustive le tter  

from  the gifted  pen  of no  less an  au thority  than  the la te  U nited  S tates consu l at W in ­

n ipeg , the H on. Jam es W . T aylor, w hich w as published  iirtheN ew  Y ork  Sun. In  th is  

le tter the esteem ed consu l proved that in . the great northern and w estern country  of 

w hich  tbe  pam phlet treats not only  is there m illions of acres of rich  arab le land , but 

that because  of its northern  la titude it is m ore especially  adapted  to  w heat-raising  than  

the m ore sou therly  situated  lands.
S pace w ill not perm it a  fu ll publication  of the H on. C onsul T aylor  s le tter, but w e  

give below  a few  ex tracts from  it, w hich  perhaps w ill be of value to  the reader.

T he consu l opened  his le tter w ith  the  fo llow ing  sign ifican t paragraph  :—

“  T he area of the w heat distric t of C entral C anada, betw een H udson ’s B ay  and  

L ake S uperior fo r its eastern  and  the R ocky M ountains fo r its w estern  boundary , and  

la titudes 50° to 60°, has been ascertained ' to be of uniform  productiveness; and by no  

m eans a narrow selvage beyond the in ternational boundary , as in tim ated by M r. C . 

W ood  D avis in  a  recen t contribu tion to  the Arena. T he sum m ary of th is grand  paral­

le logram  of cereal grow th  and  m atu i'ity is a series of facts and  in ferences w hich is the  

resu lt of considerab le experience and  observation  as a  U nited  S tates  consu l  at  A V  inn ipeg . 

L et us first consider the broader area of north-w est A m erica ex tended beyond the  

prairie div ision to the A rctic and P acific O ceans, and trace on the m ap of N orth  

A m erica the area  enclosed betw een longitudes 100° and 170° w est of G reenw ich and  

la titudes 50° to 70°— a fourth of the continen t— em bracing the C anadian provinces, 

present and  prospective, of M anitoba, A ssin ibo ia , S askatchew an, K eew atin , M ackenzie , 

A thabasca, A lberta and  B ritish  C olum bia, and  the A m erican  territory  and  fu ture  S tate  

of A laska. H ow little conception have w e from present developm ents of w hat 

the tw entieth cen tury w ill w itness over th is vast realm  of nature. . It w ill assist our  

prophetic vision  to  com pare an  equal area on  the m ap  of E urope iden tical in  clim ate  and  

other natural m anifestations. T race 70° of long itude— 60 east and 10 w est of G reen ­

w ich— and from la titude 50° to 70°, and m ark the relations of m an  to  earth . T he  

E uropean  paralle logram  includes  E ngland , Ireland , S cotland , D enm ark , N orw ay, S w eden , 

B elg ium , H olland, and  m ost of G erm any and  R ussia  in  E urope, represen ted by  the  cities  

of L ondon, L iverpool, D ublin , G lasgow , E dinburgh , C openhagen , S tockholm , B erlin , S t. 

P etersburg , M oscow , N ijn i N ovgorod  and  A rchangel.”

A nd then , after citing  a large num ber of im portan t facts, and  giv ing  the  experience  

of the highest au thor  ities in  the country as to  the fertility of the so il, the  nutritiousness  

of its gras es, its pre-em inent adaptab ility to w heat-raising , the consu l gives the opin ion  

of the la te D r. S am uel F orry , a w riter of em inence in the A m erican “  Journal of 

G eology ,” as fo llow s :—
“  H e states as a universal fact that the cu ltivated  plan ts yield  the greatest product 

near the northernm ost lim it at w hich  they w ill grow . H is illustrations em brace nearly  

every  plan t know n  to  com m erce and  used  either fo r food  or clo th ing. C otton , a  tropical 

plan t, yields the best stap le in  the  tem perate  la titudes. F lax and hem p  are cu ltivated  

th rough  a great ex ten t of la titude, but the lin t in  sou thern  la titudes, fo rced in to  pie- 

m ature m aturity , acquires neither consistency nor tenacity , and w e m ust go to the  

north  of E urope to find these plan ts in perfection . R ice  is trop ical, yet C aro lina and  

F lorida grow  the  finest in  the w orld. Ind ian  corn  is a  sub  trop ical  ^)lan t, but it produces  

the heaviest crops near the northernm ost lim its of its  range. In  the  W est Ind ies  it rises  

30 feet, but produces only  a  few  grains on the bottom  of a  spongy  cob , and  is regarded  

only  as a cough  provender fo r cattle . In  the rich lands  of  the  m iddle  S tatesit w ill often  

produce 50 to  60 bushels to  the acre, but in  N ew  Y ork  and  in  N ew  E ngland  agricu ltu ral 

societies have actually  aw arded  prem ium s fo r 125 bushels to  the acre. W heat is a  m ore  

certain  crop  in  N ew  Y ork , in  northern  parts of P ennsylvan ia and  O hio , and  the B altic  

distric ts of E urope, than  in the sou th, either of E urope or A m erica. In  the  spring  it is  

not fo rced  too rap id ly  in to  head  before it has tim e to  m ature fu lly  or concoct its farina. 

O ats grow  in  alm ost every country , but it i-s in  northern , reg ions only , or very  m oist or 

elevated tracts, that they  fill w ith farina su itab le fo r hum an  sustenance. R ye, barley , 

buckw heat, m illet, and other cu lin iferous plan ts m ight be adduced to illustrate the



AND ITS GREAT RESOURCES. 3

a ye principle, for all their habits require a m ore northern latitude than  is necessary to  

. m .ere £r°wth. The grasses are in perfection only in northern or cool regions, 
a t lough they will grow  anywhere. It is in the north alone th  it we raise anim als from  

m ea o«  s, and are enabled to keep them fat and in good condition from hay and grass 

wit lout grain. It is there the grasses acquire succulence and consistency enough, not 

only to m ature animals, but to m ake the richest butter and ch-ese. The tuberose, bul­

bous and  other roots cultivated for hum an  and  anim al subsistence are similarly  affected by  

e im a,te, and m anifest habits in corroboration of the above principle. The Irish potato, 

a though from or near the tropics, will not com e to perfection but in northern or cool 

countries, or in m oist insular situations, as in Ireland. It is in such clim ates only that 

its roots acquire a farinaceous consistence and have size, flavour and nutrim ent enough  

to support anim al life in the em inent way in which they are susceptible. In the south  

a orcing sun brings the potato to fructification before the roots have had time  to  attain  

their proper qualifications for nourishm ent.

So for the suggestive illustrations of Dr. Forry, but I will venture to  add  a  further 

instance from  the central wheat district of North Am erici. At its southern m argin in  

irm esota and Iowa seldom  m ore than two well-form ed grains are found in each  cluster 

or fascicle form ing the row ; in northern M innesota, Dakota and M anitoba three grains 

scome habitual; and from  heads of wheat brought to m e from  Prince Albert, on the 

Saskatchewan, and Fort Vermilion, on the Peace River, I have separated five well- 

form ed grains from each cluster or group form ing the head, which is decisive evidence 

that the perfection of the wheat plant is attained near the m ost northern lim it of its 
successful growth.”

Th e  t e s t im o n y  o f  P r e s id e n t  J. J. H i l l .

M em o, of evidence given by M r. Jam es J. Hill, president of the Great Northern  

Railway of St. Paul, M innesota, before  a  com m ittee of the House of Com mons of Canada 

in M arch, 1877. After discussing at great length the question of transportation and  

rates for the exportation of wheat to the sea-board and for the carrying of settlers from  

the sea-board into the North-west country, M r. Hill proceeds to com pare the Dakotas 

and M innesota with the Canadian North-west. In. answer to a question put bv M r. 
Bain, M r. Hill said :—

“ Take at the present tim e the place where the M ennonites settled at New Odessa, 

in Dakota, just north of Yankton. They went up there at the same tim e that your 

M ennonites went to M anitoba. A  num ber rem ained in the United States and settled  

in southern Dakota, and the place where they settled they called New Odessa. It was 

nam ed by them selves. They paid 29 cents to carry their wheat to Duluth. That is 

the rate to Duluth from  Yankton. That section of the country is being rapidly settled  

up, and it is a rich agricultural section ; but they have not as good land, and they have 

not the same am ount of good land that they have in the Province of M anitoba ; it is 

not as good. I have been over the country, and I am fam iliar with it; I know both  

M anitoba and that country. They are also m ore liable in Dakota, being closer to the 

sage brush country, to visitations from  locusts. This country is also m ore easily affected  

by drought than M anitoba, and by dry  seasons ; it is a prairie country, and the Provin 

of M anitoba is pretty well watei’ed.

“ By Mr. Hagar :

“  Q. And the soil is not equal to the soil on Red River ?— A. No ; you will not 

find it in any other place on. the Am erican, continent as good as it is in M anitoba 

unless it be in a little place on the W abash, a short distance from M iami, nearly oppo­

site St. Louis, called the Illinois bottom ; but anywhere else I have never seen any soil 

so rich as it is along the Red River.

3
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“ By the Chairman :

“  Q . Y o u  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e l y 1? — A . I  h a v e  b e e n  i n . e v e r y  S t a t e  i n  t h e  

U n i o n ,  I  t h i n k ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  S t a t e s .

“  Q . A n d  f o r  a  s e t t l e r  t o  m a k e  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  h o m e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  y o u  w o u l d  p r e f e r  

M a n i t o b a  t o  a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e  ? — A . T h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  R e d  R i v e r  v a l l e y  i s ,  t o  m y  m i n d ,  t h e  

r i c h e s t f a r m i n g  c o u n t r y  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n . I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  r i c h ,  b u t  i t  h a s  a l s o  

b r i g h t  p r o s p e c t s . ”

A f t e r  s p e a k i n g  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h  u p o n  t h e  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  f l o u r  m a d e  a t  t h e  

M i n n e a p o l i s  m i l l s  f r o m  t h e  w h e a t  g r o w n  i n  M i n n e s o t a  a n d  D a k o t a , M r . H i l l s a i d :  

“  T h e  s a m e  s t a t e m e n t  a p p l i e s  t o  M a n i t o b a , b u t  o n l y  i n  a  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e ,  b e c a u s e  a  

s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  o f  w h e a t  i s  g r o w n  i n  M a n i t o b a ,  i t  b e i n g  f u r t h e r  n o r t h . Y o u  h a v e  s e e n ,  

t h e  s a m p l e s ,  a n d  y o u  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  t r i e d  i t  i n  t h e  h a n d ,  o r  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e e t h ,  t h a t  

i t  i s  h a r d  w h e a t ; a n d  M a n i t o b a  i s  a  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  i s  p e c u l i a r l y  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  

o f  t h a t  q u a l i t y . T h e  q u a n t i t y  r a i s e d  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e ; t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  

m i g h t  g o  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  o f  t h i s  w h e a t ,  a n d  i t  w o u l d  n o t  e v e n , a f f e c t t h e  p r i c e ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a  d e m a n d  f o r  g o o d  f l o u r ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a  l o c a l i t y  t h a t  m u s t  r a i s e  i t .

“  Q . D o  r o o t s  g r o w  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e r e ,  s u c h  a s  p o t a t o e s ,  t u r n i p s ,  b e e t s ,  & c .  ? —  

A . I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n y  c o u n t r y  t h a t  w i l l  s u r p a s s  M a n i t o b a  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  

o f  r o o t s  o f  a l l k i n d s — p o t a t o e s ,  t u r n i p s  a n d  b e e t s  e s p e c i a l l y . I  t h i n k  t h a t  p o t a t o e s  d o  

b e t t e r  t h e r e  t h a n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n . ”

T H E  K I N D  O F  M E N  W E  A R E  G E T T I N G .

I - - - - - - - - -

( Winnipeg Free Press.)

“ S O L I D  N E B R A S K A  S E T T L E R S .

“  T H E  L A T E S T  A R R I V A L S  H A V E  C A P I T A L  A N D  S T O C K  T O  W O R K  N O R T H - W E S T  F A R M S .

“ J a m e s  G a d s d e n , o f  S c h u l l e r , N e b . , U . S . , a r r i v e d  i n  W i n n i p e g  S a t u r d a y  l a s t ,  

h a v i n g  i n  c h a r g e  n i n e t y  p e r s o n s ,  a l l  f r o m  h i s  v i c i n i t y  i n  N e b r a s k a . T h e y  a r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  

e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h a t  s t a t e , w h o  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  s o l d  t h e i r  f a r m s  a t  p r i c e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  

$ 3 0  t o  $ 4 1  p e r  a c r e ,  a n d  h a v e  w i t h  t h e m  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  i n  h a r d  c a s h , b e s i d e s  s e v e n t e e n  c a r ­

l o a d s  o f  e f f e c t s , c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s i x t y - e i g h t f i n e  l a r g e  h o r s e s , a n d  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  a n d  

f a r m i n g  t o o l s ,  w o r t h  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a  c a r . I n . a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s , t h e i r  c a t t l e  a n d  s o m e  h o r s e s  

w i l l  b e  d r i v e n  n o r t h w a r d  a s  s o o n  a s  g r a s s  s t a r t s , t h i s  l a s t - m e n t i o n e d  s t o c k  b e i n g  w o r t h  

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  m o r e . E i g h t y  o f  t h i s  p a r t y  g o  t o  O l d  S t a t i o n , f i f t y - e i g h t  m i l e s  

n o r t h  o f  C a l g a r y , o n  f i n e  l a n d s  t h e y  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  o f  t h e  C a l g a r y  a n d  E d m o n t o n  R a i l ­

w a y  C o m p a n y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a g e n t s ,  M e s s r s .  O s l e r ,  H a m m o n d  &  N a n t o n , o f  W i n n i p e g .  

A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  b e s t  c l a s s  o f  A m e r i c a n  f a r m e r s  a n d  C a n a d i a n s  c o m i n g  h o m e ,  M r .  

G a d s d e n  s a y s , m a y  b e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  E a s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  t h e  c o m i n g  s u m m e r . T h e  

q u a r a n t i n e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  s o  g r e a t  a  h a r d s h i p  a s  a t  f i r s t , o w i n g  t o  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t o c k  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  f o r  n i n e t y  d a y s . A f t e r  p l a c i n g  

t h e s e  p a r t i e s  o n  t h e i r  l a n d  M r .  G a d s d e n  e x j  e c t s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  N e b r a s k a  a n d  r e m a i n  

t h e r e  u n t i l  M a y  2 0 t h  t o  a s s i s t  i n .  s t a r t i n g  t h e  s e t t l e r s ’ s t o c k  n o r t h w a r d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

l e f t  b e h i n d . ”
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HINTS TO INTENDING SETTLERS.

Surely, if any evidence is convincing, the foregoing, taken as a whole must be; 
and now, without further comment, we will give a few suggestions for the benefit of 
t ose who may desire to visit the Canadian. North-west, either to make a personal 
examination of it themselves before finally deciding to settle, or who, being satisfied 
with the unimpeachable testimony of so many well-qualified parties, desire to come at 
once and settle :

1st. Read carefully the statements contained in this pamphlet and note what those 
have said wh > have visited the country.

2nd. V- rite to any of the addresses given below and ask for copies of other publi­
cations, such as Government maps and pamphlets.

On leading such pamphlets you will find that almost all questions affecting the 
country are fully and clearly answered in them.

. If, however, there remain some points not made clear, a line to any of the addresses 
given, will bring the necessary information.

3rd. Everything which a farmer has for his own use, and which he lias had in use 
not less than six months prior to leaving for Canada, will be admitted free of duty. 
This applies to settlers’ effects, household goods, farming utensils, etc., but it is not in­
tended to permit any person to bring in goods for the purpose of selling them after 
arrival, nor is it intended to cover large herds of stock, which would be brought in 
either for the purpose of starting a ranch or for slaughtering, but it is intended to cover 
everything which the settler has had, and which he still requires for his own use.

4th. It is not necessary to become a Canadian citizen in order to homestead land, 
but in order to vote a person must become a citizen by naturalization if he is not one 
already by birth.

5th. Any person who is the head of a family or any male eighteen years of age 
may homestead and obtain a patent after three years’ residence and performing the 
homestead duties, and by paying $10 entry fee. For full information see “Homestead 
Laws ” and “Land Regulations ” as published.

6th. Arrangements are made with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company for re­
duced rates to Winnipeg and other points to which settlers wish to go in the North­
west. These rates will be available from Montreal, Sault Ste. Marie, Emerson, Gretna, 
and other points along the international boundary line, where it is most convenient for 
settlers to cross.

7th. We are often asked the question, “ What part of the country would you 
advise me to settle in ?” That is a .difficult question to answer, and one that can only 
be satisfactorily answered by the settler himself. So much depends upon the require­
ments of the settler, as to what kind of country he would like, whether he would like 
mixed farming, wheat farming, or stock-raising; whether he has a family and would 
like a district fairly well settled, with churches, schools, etc., or whether he would like 
to take up a free “ homestead ” or purchase railway or private lands. If you are in 
doubt on this point, the better way is not to decide until you reach Winnipeg, where 
you will soon be able, with the advice and assistance of the proper authorities, to make 
a choice, or where, if necessary, you can easily take a run out and see for yourself before 
deciding. All trains are met on arrival at Winnipeg by properly authorized officials, 
who will direct you to the proper parties for information. Ample accommodation is



:6 WESTERN CANADA.

provided for all who wish to avail themselves of it, in the Dominion Government immi­
gration hail, which is close beside the depot.

All are given a hearty invitation to “ come and see ” for themselves, and a warm 
welcome upon their arrival.

For further information and particulars apply to the party whose name and address 
will be written or stamped on the title-page of the pamphlet, or to any of the Govern­
ment land immigration agents in Manitoba or the North-west; to the Department of 
Interior, Ottawa, Ontario; to the land departments of the Canadian Pacific and Manitoba 
and North-western Railway companies, Winnipeg ; or to the

COMMISSIONER OF DOMINION LANDS,

At  Win n ipe g , Ma n it o b a .

I

'/

(Read the Appendix.)



A P P E N D I X .

H O N . W . D . P E R L E Y ’S  E X P E R I E N C E .

C a u s e s  o f  F a i l u r e  a n d  S u c c e s s  i n  N o r t h - w e s t  F a r m i n g ,

I h e  H o n .  S e n a t o r  P e r l e y ,  o f  P e r l e y  F a r m ,  n e a r  W o l s e l e y ,  A s s in i b o ia ,  h a s  b e e n  n e a r l y  

e l e v e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  N o r t h - w e s t T e r r i t o r i e s , a n d  h a s  b e e n  f a r m in g  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  h i s  

p r e s e n t  p l a c e  o f r e s i d e n c e . H e  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  f a r m e r , a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n  i n t e r v i e w  

w i t h  t h e  e d i t o r  o f t h i s  p a m p h l e t  s t a te d  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

I  h e r e  i s  n o  u s e  d i s g u is in g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  g o n e  

i n t o  M a n i t o b a  a n d  t h e  N o r t h - w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d , h a v e  m a d e  

a  f a i lu r e  o f  f a r m i n g , b u t  t h e  c a u s e s  h a v e  i n v a r i a b l y  b e e n  o n e  o f t h e  f o l l o w i n g  :—

‘  ‘ 1 . T h e  p e r s o n s  c o n c e r n e d  n e v e r  f a r m e d  b e f o r e , a n d  h a d  n o  p r a c t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  ;  o r ,

“  2 . T h e y  m a y  h a v e  f a r m e d  i n  E a s te r n  C a n a d a  o r  e l s e w h e r e , b u t  f o u n d  t h e  s y s t e m  

o f f a r m in g  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  u n s u i t e d  t o  t h e  N o r t h - w e s t ,  a n d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

a d a p t t h e m s e l v e s t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  a l t e r e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f t h i n g s  i n  w h i c h  

t h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e lv e s  p l a c e d  ; o r ,

“  3 . A l t h o u g h  p r a c t ic a l  f a r m e r s , a n d  a c q u a i n te d  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  f a n n i n g  i n  t h e o r t h - w e s t , t h e y  a c t e d  u p o n  t h e o r i e s  o f t h e i r  o w n , d e v o t i n g  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  f o r  e x a m p l e  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  o f  R e d  F y f e  w h e a t , i n s te a d  o f  g o i n g  i n  f o r  

m i x e d  f a r m in g .

“  T h e  g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e  o f w e a l t h  i n  a n y  c o u n t r y  i s  i t s  g r a s s e s , a n d  i n  n o  c o u n t r y  i s  

t h a t  s o u r c e  s o  a b u n d a n t  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s o  l o n g  a  p e r i o d  e a c h  y e a r  a s  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

N o r t h - w e s t . W h e n  t h e  s n o w  i s  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d , o r  w h e n ,  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  d e e p  t o  b e  e a s i l y  

s c r a p e d  a w a y  b y  t h e  a n i m a l s , t h e  g r a s s  f u r n i s h e s  a b u n d a n t  a n d  m o s t  n u t r i t io u s  f o o d  f o r  

a l l  k i n d s  o f f a r m  s t o c k .

I h e  t r u e  s y s te m  t o  p u r s u e  i s u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  m i x e d  f a r m i n g . A  m a n  w h o  w i l l  

s ta r t w i t h  t h e  c o w  a n d  t h e  p i g , a n d  u s e  o r d i n a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e s e  

a n i m a ls , c a n n o t f a i l t o  s u c c e e d  i n  m a k i n g  a  g o o d  l iv i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  f a m i ly , a n d  a  

b a l a n c e  a t  h i s  b a n k e r ’ s .

I  s a y  a l l  t h i s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t o f m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e . I  

h a v e  m a d e  a  s p e c i a l t y  o f  f o u r l i n e s , n a m e l y , b u t t e r , p o r k , b e e f a n d  N o . 1  h a r d  w h e a t ,  

a n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s a m e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d , a n d  u n d e r  e x a c t l y  

s im i la r  c o n d i t io n s , o n l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  r a i s in g  w h e a t w h i c h  g r a d e d  a s  N o . 2  o r  N o . 3 , I  

h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  N o . 1  h a r d . I  a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  p r i n c ip a l ly  t o  t h e  c a r e  I  h a v e  

a l w a y s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  a n d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  m y  w h e a t  l a n d  

t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .

“ T h e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  s o i l o f t h e  s e e d 'b e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p r i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s e e d  

i s  t o  b e  s o w n  m a y  i f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  f a v o u r a b l e  p r o d u c e  a  f a i r  c r o p , b u t  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  

r i s k  i n  t h a t  c a s e  o f  d a m a g e  f r o m  e a r l y  f r o s t  o r  a t  b e s t  o f a  s m a l l  y i e l d . S t i l l ,  i f  a  m a n  

i s  e n g a g e d  i n  m i x e d  f a r m in g  h i s  w h e a t  e v e n  i n  t h a t  c a s e  w i l l  p a y  h i m  w e l l , f o r  h e  w i l l  

b e  a b l e  t o  f e e d  i t  t o  h i s  p i g s  a n d  c o n v e r t  i t  i n t o  a  m o s t  u s e f u l  a n d  m a r k e t a b le  a r t i c l e  i n  

t h e  s h a p e  o f  g o o d  p o r k .

L a s t  s e a s o n  a n d  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  I  s o l d  m y  N o . 1  h a r d  w h e a t  a t  6 3  a n d  5 0  c e n t s ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y . I  s o l d  i t  a t  t h e s e  p r i c e s  b e c a u s e  I  f o u n d  t h a t I  c o u l d  b u y  l o w e r c l a s s  

w h e a t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t q u a n t i t i e s  t o  f e e d  m y  p i g s . H a d  I  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s ,  i t  w o u l d  

h a v e  p a i d  i n e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t o  f e e d  m y  N o . 1  w h e a t t o  t h e  p i g s , t h a n  t o  s e l l i t  a t  t h e  

p r i c e s  m e n t io n e d . I  s o ld  m y  p o r k  a t  7  c e n t s  a  p o u n d , a n d  t h u s  a c t u a l l y  r e a l i z e d  $ 1  a  

b u s h e l  f o r  t h e  i n f e r i o r  w h e a t .
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bn il^m av  KU tter O n farm  ’ 1  keeP  a  num ber of cow s; I pu t up  first class stone  

bn i ’ 7 h lCu 1Sn aS l y  d01^e by  the ord inary sk in  of any com m on farm er. I have  

n> Pnfn7F S t°ne ku ’Id ln§ s > and earned  on  m y farm  by  fo llow ing the  ru les of the E xperi-  

firJrh? rS l°f^T ada ' £B y  observ inS those ru les, I have been enab led to m ake  a  

rst-c lass artic le of bu tter, fo r w hich I have received  a first-c lass price . W hilst m any  

buH lT 1?L b°U rS xaV e O n in  the  o ld -fash ioned  slip-shod w ay, and have so ld their 

D utter to  the  m erchan ts and  taken  goods ou t of the  sto res in  paym ent fo r it, I, by  tak -

fir« f-n iP r0^ e .+ C?U 1^e ’ better cow s, and no  better m ilk , have been  ab le  to  m ake

“ ai 1C e ’ ° r w h ich  I have  go t a  first-c lass cash  price , and  a  pay ing  one as  w ell.

oft-18 ! 'k C O Dtm O n-? 1 a11 over the  P ra i  fæ  coun try to  see the farm ers burn  their  

H nt 1 G I • reli 1 m ore su ic idal and  ru inous practice  canno t be fo llow ed  than  
he S te ,°ks - W hilst these stacks do  “O t affo rd as nu tritious and  

? a  food  as hay , still fo r short w in ters, w ith  an  occasional add ition  of o ther food , it 
is o i real value. ’

■ • cai ~in°t do  better in  th is connection than  to  g ive m y ow n  personal experience  in  
ra ising  beef annnals, the  first of w hich  I  so ld  last au tum n.

, f 1 the  "P ring  of 1889 > I  ra ised  20 calves, 10 of them being steers I ra ised  fo r  

-T hey w ere on ly  com m on  cattle . I gave them their m other ’s m ilk in  its  
purity  fo r th ree w eeks, then  sk im m ed  m ilk  fo r six  or eigh t w eeks m ore, and after that,

j k  and j xF p igt gO t the  m ilk - 1 creclited cow in each case w ith  $5 fo r  

p ’ , c ia , ye he calf w ith  $5 . E ach  of these  steers ate  that w in ter one  ton  of hay .
r w hich  I charged  the calf $3 . It on ly  cost m e $1 , bu t I cou ld have go t $3  fo r it at 

1 aon ’i l then  pastu red  them  ou t fo r $1 each fo r the season of J890 . T he w in ter of 

;  ’ I [  ran  0U t the  S traw  stacks ’ ate  ou t of them  by  day and slept by  them  at
w hlC th +^ as .n°t the  m ost unprofitab le w ay  of do ing . B ut I w ould have burned  

nO t eate?  it} therefo re ’ they cost m e no th ing that season . T he
• m er o i lb91 1 again  paid  a  do llar fo r pasture and care . T he fo llow ing  w in ter I  
again  fed  straw , bu t in the stab le . T he m anure w as w orth the labour. B arley and  

w heat straw  alone w ere used , w hich w ould  have been burned had  I no t fed it to  them .

l  su^™ er { again  herded  them  ou t at $1 , thus m aking  in  all $11 of a charge against 

each, and I  so ld the ten  a m onth before the  grazing  season  w as over fo r $35  each , cash  

111 V V i an  2 m e . a . net P r°fit °f  on  each  steer— the  ou tcom e  of m y  straw  stacks
ana  tne nu tritious  prairie grass.

I m ight go  in to  o ther details, bu t I m ay  as w ell say shortly that in  m y op in ion  

based  on  a tua experience, it is u tterly  un likely  that a  m an go ing to the N orth -w est, 

Z nn ,^tkef  a fa ilu re’ lf ]>e pursues a system  of m ixed farm ing and uses any  reasonab le  

am ount of the  m ost ord inary  in te lligence and  com m on  sense.

‘ O n  m y  farm  I consider that m y  dairy  and  m y  pork  pay  all m y  expenses, and  the  

m oney  that I receive fo r m y  beef and  m y N o. 1 w heat, is all clear profit”







DOMINION LANDS REGULATIONS

HOMESTEAD REGULATIONS.

All even-numbered sections of agricultural land, excepting 8 and 26, are open for 
homestead entry, unless specially reserved for some other purpose.

ENTRY.

Entry may be made personally at the local land office in which the land to be taken 
is situate, or, if the homesteader desires, he may, on application to the Minister of the 
Interior, Ottawa, or the Commissioner of Dominion Lands, Winnipeg, receive authority 
for some one near the local office to make the entry for him. The fee for entry is $10.

DUTIES.

Under the present law, homestead duties may be performed in three ways:

1. Three years’ cultivation and residence, during which period the settler may not 
be absent for more than six months in. any one year without forfeiting the entry.

2. Residence for three years within two miles of the homestead quarter-section, the 
last three months of which residence must be in a habitable house erected upon such 
homestead. Ten acres must be broken the first year after entry, 15 acres additional in 
the second, and 15 acres in the third year; 10 acres to be in crop the second year, and 
25 acres the third year.

3. A settler may reside anywhere for the first two years, in the first year breaking 
5 acres, in. the second year cropping said 5 acres, and breaking additional 10 acres, also 
building a habitable house. The entry is forfeited if residence is not commenced at the 
expiration of two years from date of entry. Thereafter the settler must reside upon 
and cultivate his homestead for at least six months in each year for three years.

APPLICATION FOR PATENT

may be made before the local agent or any homestead inspector.

Six months’ notice must be given in writing to the Commissioner of 
Dominion Lands by a settler of his intention, prior to making application for 
patent.

All communications having reference to lands under control of the Dominion 
Government, lying between the eastern boundary of Manitoba and the Pacific coast, 
should be addressed to

The Secretary of the Department of the Interior, Ottawa, or the Commissioner of Dominion Lands, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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